Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King
November 22, 2020
Rite Two
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table. If you have not
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests are
expected and welcome! For your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located
through doors on the front right of the church, and at the end of the hall on your right. Also, children’s activity bags are available
in the narthex and in the main hallway

Clergy
The Rev. John P. Leach, Rector
The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Priest Associate

Opening Voluntary

Welcome and announcements

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The following is sung by vocalists, all standing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit.
A reading from Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95: 1-7a

Remain seated. The Psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
3 For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
5 The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
7 For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
At this time children are invited to join the procession to the Children’s Chapel .

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31-46
All stand.
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those
at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”
 eacon
D
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: T
 he Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal
The Nicene Creed
All stand, saying together:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Kneeling as you are able.
We pray for all bishops and ministers, especially ________.
We pray for all public officials, especially _____________.
We pray for _______________.
We pray for those who are sick, especially ____________.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
The Peace
All stand.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. Please keep
appropriate social distancing.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence.
The people may sit while the altar is being prepared.

The Great Thanksgiving
The People stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the
week overcame death and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sung by vocalists
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The People stand or kneel.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his common, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death.
We proclaim his resurrection.
We await his coming in glory.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The following fraction anthem will be sung by vocalists.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Ushers will direct members of the congregation to the altar.
The bread will be given to the communicants with these words:
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People say together, kneeling as you are able
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Please stand as the clergy depart.
Hymn Tune
Dismissal
Celebrant
People
Postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
We Thank Thee, God, We Thank Thee

Johann Sebastian Bach

Announcements
Theologies for the Season

Led by: The Rev. John Leach
When: Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and 16 at 6.30 pm via Zoom
This will be a fun, lighthearted, and thoughtful discussion that explores the theological themes from
popular seasonal works. Films which will be explored include: It’s a Wonderful Life, The Grinch who
Stole Christmas, A Christmas Carol, and Christmas Vacation. Drawing from these rich resources, the
class will discuss how relevant theology is woven throughout popular culture.

Advent Reflection Groups Starting Soon
Groups will be using a free Advent reflection book called Living Well Through Advent 2020, Practicing
Hope with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind. There will be copies located at the front desk. Please
contact Carrie Shaw at graycegray@gmail.com if you are interested in participating in a group.
Sundays: November 29 and December 6, 13, and 20 at 6.00pm via Zoom
Mondays: November 30 and December 7, 14, and 21 at 5.30pm via Zoom

Angel Tree
Our “Angel Tree” outreach begins this Sunday, November 22. Due to the coronavirus, all donations will
be contributed virtually. Meaning that items should be ordered online & delivered by a shipping
company. Stop by the parish hall, and collect your adopted family from the Christmas tree. This is such a
wonderful tradition at St. John’s, and we hope that it brings you and your family much joy! Please email
sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org with questions.

The Heart of God in the Heart of Montgomery
Stewardship 2020
Thank you to all who have responded in support of our mission and ministry by returning a pledge card.
We are aware that many of you never received your pledge card in the mail. If this is the case, please
contact us immediately and we will provide another one. There is also an online pledge option on the St.
John’s website. We are grateful for your increased commitments and your enthusiasm for the priorities
here at St. John's. If you have not returned your pledge card, please join with others by doing so. In order
to finalize the budget, we need your participation and the pledge card returned as soon as possible. Thank
you!

Advent Wreath Making Supplies Available Starting Next Sunday, November 29!

Please stop by after the service and get your materials and wreath making bulletin. Supplies will be
available for pickup through Sunday, December 6th. Email sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org with
questions.

EYC Diversity
All teenagers are welcome to meet on the third floor today from 5:00-6:30 to dive into the second lesson
on Diversity. There will be no dinner, so please eat before you come. Masks will be worn the entire time
you are in the church.

Today’s Servers
7:30 a.m.
Lector: Will Hill Tankersley
Greeters/Ushers: John Carter
10:30 a.m.
Lector: Will Gunter
Intercessor: William Haynes
Children’s Chapel: Sarah Collier
Greeters/Ushers: Stephanie Norrell, Katie Keller, Radney Ramsey, Scott Mitchell
Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Darah McIlwain, soprano; B
 ill Taylor, baritone; A
 lexei
Romanenko, cello; R
 obby Gibson, guitar
Joy and Concern
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Bonner Engelhardt, Karen Jarrell,
Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Joe McGough, Marilyn Pickett, Anne Ramsey, Caroline
Clark Calhoun Serrato, Sarah Stone, George Wakefield.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Betsy Arnold, Bethany Burger, Dottie Campbell,
Margaret Carlson, Debbie Steindorf, Raye Gregory, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane Kuehndorf, Charlie
Leisy, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Lavada Spears Persons, Ernie Reddick, Jeff Webb, Mark
Wimble.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify if the name listed needs to be included
longer.
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