ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Montgomery, Alabama

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I
10.30 a.m. • Nov 28th, 2021
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s
Table. If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact
one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their
arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests are expected and welcome! For
your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in
the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left. Also, children’s activity bags are
available in the back of the church.

Opening Voluntary

Savior of the Nations, Come

Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Announcements
Entrance Hymn 59 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding

MERTON

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is
the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

The Trisagion

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the
quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
The Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated. The psalm will be said responsively by whole verse

Psalm 25:1-9
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

The Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love
for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children are invited to come forward, follow the cross, and process to the children's chapel.
All stand.
Sequence Hymn 73 The King shall come when morning dawns
The Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-36
Minister
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

ST STEPHEN

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man."
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise be to thee, O Christ.
The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal
All stand saying together

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The people kneel as they are able.
The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially __________], that
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly
administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present;
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this
and every land [especially __________], that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions
for the welfare and peace of the world.
We also pray for ____________. Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious
hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their
substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor
[__________ and] all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or
any other adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear
[especially __________], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service;
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of [__________ and of] all thy saints, that
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.
Amen.

The Minister continues
Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your
neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking from
henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble confession to
Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.
Silence.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
The priest stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail and are
heavy laden, and I will refresh you. (Matthew 11:28)
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the
perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world. (1 John
2:1-2.)
All stand.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The Holy Communion
The celebrant will say an offertory sentence. The people sit while the altar is being prepared.
Offertory Voluntary
As the gifts are being brought forward, please stand to sing:
Doxology (Hymn 43, stanza 4)
THE EIGHTH TUNE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
The People stand.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is meet and right so to do.
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto
thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem
us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
Celebrant and People

The people kneel as they are able. Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by

his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction,
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for
the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty,
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us
by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness,
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ,
and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all
other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall
be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy
Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he
may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread and after a period of silence says

People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant and People sing together

The Celebrant and People say together
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The People join in this prayer kneeling as you are able
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very

members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Advent Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with
unending life. Amen.

Hymn 57 Lo! He comes with clouds descending

HELMSLEY

Dismissal
Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Savior of the Nations, Come

J.S. Bach

Today’s Servers
Acolytes: Brett Westhauser, MaryLee Kelso, James Marshall, Robert Marshall, Ella Claire
Corsino
Lector/Intercessor: Will Gunter, Dudley Perry
Eucharistic Ministers: William Haynes, J.R. Marshall, Tracey Campbell
Greeters/Ushers: Radney Ramsey, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Wyatt Wells
Altar Guild: Jeanne Drummond
Flower Delivery: Jeanne Drummon, Bette Smith, Debbie Schremser
Videographer: Anne Tippett
Instrumentalists: Jonathan Kuo, violin; Robert Scott, flute; Alexei Romanenko, cello.
Advent Wreath-Lighting Family: The John Schremser Family
Altar Flowers given in memory of: Julia Parker Oliver, Thomas Winfrey Oliver IV, Howard
Arrington Parker, Ola David Parker, Christine, Parker Pursell, James T. Pursell, Sr., Howard
Arrington Parker, Jr., Glenn David Anderson, John Fairley McDonald, Jr.
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown,
Delia Cerpa, Mark Chappell, Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Leslie Little, Christopher
Marshall, Richard McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Larry Alsobrook, Joe Carter, Arthur
Femenella, Sr., Frank, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo
Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

Announcements
Stewardship 2022: It is that time of year when we provide for St. John’s future with
stewardship. Please send in your pledges no later than December 7, 2021.
Advent Adult Formation Class begins TODAY: Ponder These Things: Praying with Icons
of the Virgin. From Nov 28th through Dec 12th, in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity, we
will read this short book of reflections by the former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams
on three classic icons of the Virgin Mary with Jesus. In the course of our class, we will also
discuss the symbolic elements of icons and how to interpret them. Participants are encouraged to
purchase the book online in whatever format they prefer. The class will be led by the Rev. Dr.
Deonna Neal.
Advent Reflection Group: St. John’s will have an Advent Reflection group that will meet
weekly at 6pm on Sundays beginning TODAY, Nov. 28th, and continuing throughout Advent.
The group will meet in the library. For more information, please contact Carrie Shaw,
graycegray@gmail.com/662-425-2010
Advent Wreath-Making Lunch: Join us TODAY after the 10:30am service for our annual
Advent wreath making event. We’ll have everything you need to make a beautiful Advent
wreath to take home, and we’ll have lunch too!
Young Adults Christmas Party: The young adults of the parish will have a tacky Christmas
sweater party on Dec. 14th at 6:30pm at the home of Georgia & Dustin Holmes, 782 Feder Ave.
This is a covered dish event, with everyone asked to bring a side. The group will also play dirty
santa, so please bring a wrapped gift under $20.

Advent and Christmas Schedule 2021
Sunday, Dec 12 (Advent 3)
7.30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10.30 am
Advent Lessons and Carols
Sunday December 19 (Advent 4)
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I
9.15 am Christmas Pageant
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I
Friday, December 24
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist Rite II Children’s Pageant
8:00 pm
Holy Eucharist Rite I Instrumentalists, Organ
Saturday, December 25
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist Rite I
Sunday, December 26
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist Rite II

(no music)

St. John’s Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama
The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama
The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector
Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster
Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation
Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries
Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator
Heather Herring, Financial Administrator
Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector
Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff
Vestry and Officers
Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden
Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer
Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer
Class of 2021:
John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise
Class of 2022:
Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr.
Class of 2023:
Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,
Wyatt Wells
113 Madison Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36104
334-262-1937
www.stjohnsmontgomery.org
Text to Give: You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s. Whether its a pledge payment, a memorial, or
any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449.

