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God-Given Commission 
 

“We have a God-given commission, but it is not a commission to be self-righteous know-it-
alls- quite the contrary. Our work in God's world begins with the acknowledgment that we 
are not God, and that our most bitter rivals are made in God's image. “  Senator John C. 
Danforth 
 

John Danforth was a United States Senator representing Missouri for nearly 20 years before 
retiring. He later served as United States Ambassador to the United Nations. Senator 
Danforth is also an Episcopal priest. He has written for numerous publications and has au-
thored three books including, Faith and Politics: How the "Moral Values" Debate Divides 
America and How to Move Forward Together, and The Relevance of Religion: How Faithful 
People Can Change Politics.   
 

I admire his writing, his perspectives and his expectation that Christians take seriously their 
faith as participants in civil society. 
 

I am mindful of Senator Danforth as I write this on the eve of Election Day. Clearly, at this 
point, I do not know the outcome of any race or the future of any one candidate or issue. 
However, I do believe that the Danforth is correct that we must faithfully and lovingly rec-
ognize the image of God in each and every person. That image is powerful enough to radiate 
beyond the temporal identities of political affiliation, in fact, that image is the only one that 
truly matters. All of us choose how we reveal God’s image in our own lives. 
 

 I pray that we are doing that right now; that when people see you or see me, they encounter 
love, patience, compassion and reason. We do not need to agree in order to be kind and lov-
ing. We do not need to agree in order to practice patience and compassion. We do not need 
to agree in order to recognize the face of Christ in each person we encounter.  
 

For most of us, the number of ballots and the number of votes will quickly fade away in our 
memories. Yet, how we treat and speak to one another will be remembered for much longer.  
Jesus speaks to this often, and I have used this before because it is just this simple: “I give 
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 
 

This work, this love is our God-given commission. Go into the world to love and serve the 
Lord. Amen 
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“Liturgy: The Work of the People”:  Class #5 Preaching 
Led by:  The Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal 

Next Class: Wednesday, November 11th at 6.30 pm via Zoom 
This upcoming week’s class will focus on the relationship of preaching to the liturgy.  Deon-

na and John will discuss how their authority to preach is derived, the responsibility that 
comes with it, and how they approach this aspect of their ministry. 

Heather Herring becomes the new St. John's Financial Administrator 

Heather Herring began her role as Financial Administrator on November 2. Heather 
comes to St. John’s from Warren Averett where she served as Accounting Services Su-
pervisor, which included experience with churches and our current financial manage-
ment software. Heather has been in the public accounting and financial services in-
dustry for over 20 years. We are blessed that Heather will be able to step into this role 
with knowledge and with a passion for honoring the generosity of parishioners. She 
looks forward to establishing relationships with all of us. Please join me in welcoming 
Heather.  

A Message from Deonna 

 
I am both excited and deeply grateful that John has invited me to serve as a full-time associate rector at 
St. John’s.   As many of you know, I have been making a living as a bi-vocational priest since January of 
2018.  I have very much enjoyed working as a leadership and ethics professor at Air University and as a 
priest associate here.  However, the more I became involved with St. John’s, it had become increasingly 
challenging to work both jobs.  During that time, I had also started wondering whether God was calling 
me to continue as a bi-vocational priest or whether he was beckoning me to full-time ministry.  The more 
I worked here, the stronger that call to full-time ministry became.  And, with John’s arrival and Jamie’s 
departure, it seemed like the perfect opportunity to face that question squarely. 
  
I want to tell you that one of the deciding factors in my decision to accept this call was having the oppor-
tunity to serve alongside John.  Even though he has only been here for less than 60 days, in that short pe-
riod of time I have been extremely impressed with him,  both as a priest and as a leader.  He is a gospel-
centered strategic thinker and it became clear after my first extended conversation with him that he and I 
have a similar approach to ministry and have a shared vision for St. John’s.  I very much look forward to 
working with him as a partner in ministry. 
 
Secondly, I realized that I want to continue to develop and exercise my gifts as a theologian, both in the 
parish and in wider service to the diocese and the Episcopal Church.  I spent 11 consecutive years as a full-
time student in graduate school getting three advanced degrees in theology and ethics.  I have never felt 
that I have been able to nurture that aspect of my vocation to the degree that I have wanted.  I hope that I 
will have a little bit more time to focus some effort in that direction now as well. 
 
Finally, on a personal note, I wanted to extend a word of thanks to all of you as well.  As many of you 
know, I came to St. John’s after having left the church for 7 years and nearly resigning from the priest-
hood.  But over the past two years, you all have played a significant role in helping me heal from that spir-
itual crisis and helping me rediscover my vocation.  It seems only fitting that St. John’s would be the very 
first parish where I serve on staff as a full-time priest.  I hope my decision reflects the faith and confi-
dence that I have in God and in each of you.   I believe that God has a great future in store for St. John’s.  
And, I hope that each of you will continue to commit yourself, as I have, to being a significant part of that 
future.  I’ll look forward to seeing you all soon. 
Yours Faithfully,   Deonna+ 
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Karen  
Jarrell, Joe McGough, George Wakefield, Marilyn Pickett, Bonner Engelhardt, Ann Carol Coleman, Caro-
line Clark Calhoun Serrato, Caroline Lawson. 
 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Al Perkins, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Dottie Campbell, 
Lavada Spears Persons, Pee Wee Kohn, Raye Gregory, Betsy Arnold, Mark Wimble, Margaret Carlson, Er-
nie Reddick, Diane Kuehndorf, Russ Levenson. 
 

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify if the name listed needs to be included longer. 

SUNDAY 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite One 
9:00 am Children's Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

12:00 pm EYC Lunch at Mellow Mushroom 

 
MONDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
12:00 pm Bible Study via Zoom   
5:00 pm Women's Bible Study via Zoom 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
TUESDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
WEDNESDAY  
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 
3:30 pm Coffice at Cafe Louisa 

6:30 pm Liturgy Zoom Class 

 
THURSDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
FRIDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline  

 THE LESSONS: Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20, Psalm 70, Matthew 25:1-13  

 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 

pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ev-

er. Amen.  

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

New St. John's Treasurer 

After 25 years as Treasurer, Helen has decided that her time to retire is now. We honor her request 
with heartfelt gratitude for an amazing and faithful tenure and ministry. We will have a proper cel-
ebration for Helen at the Annual Meeting in January. 
Richard Bradford has accepted my invitation to be the next treasurer for St. John's. He and Helen 
will work together for a time to ensure a responsible transition, along with Phillip Brown, who re-
mains assistant treasurer and our financial administrator, Heather Herring.  
Please join me in thanking Helen and Richard.  

Stewardship 2020 

The Heart of God in the Heart of Montgomery 

Please return your pledge card by November 8th. If you did not receive one in the mail, contact Heather 
Herring, heather@stjohnsmontgomery.org. Thank you for your continuous support of the mission and min-

istry of St. John's. 
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Vestry and Staff 

Rector:  John P. Leach 

Priest Associate: Deonna D. Neal 
 

Staff: 

Anne Tippett: Assistant to the Rector, Clerk to the Vestry 

Sarah Collier: Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George: Director of Youth Ministries and Parish  Communications 

Heather Herring: Financial Administrator  

Joel Gregory: Organist and Choirmaster 

Mike Jarrell Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Judson George: Maintenance Staff 
 

Vestry of St. John’s: 

Jimmy McLemore Sr. Warden, Radney Ramsey Jr. Warden 

Class of 2021 

Virginia Banister, Richard Bradford, Kathryn Dailey, Mike Jenkins, Stephanie Norrell, Todd Westhauser  

Class of 2022 

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

Class of 2023 

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Will Hill Tankersley 

Treasurer: Helen Wells 


