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Vestry and Staff 

Rector:  John P. Leach 

Priest Associate: Deonna D. Neal 
 

Staff: 

Anne Tippett: Assistant to the Rector, Clerk to the Vestry 

Sarah Collier: Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George: Director of Youth Ministries and Parish  Communications 

Joel Gregory: Organist and Choirmaster 

Mike Jarrell Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Judson George: Custodial Staff 
 

Vestry of St. John’s: 

Jimmy McLemore Sr. Warden, Radney Ramsey Jr. Warden 

Class of 2021 

Virginia Banister, Richard Bradford, Kathryn Dailey, Mike Jenkins, Stephanie Norrell, Todd Westhauser  

Class of 2022 

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

Class of 2023 

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Will Hill Tankersley, JR. 

Treasurer: Helen Wells 

Oc t ober  1 8,  2020  

T he  T we ntieth  
S unday  Af ter  

Pe nt ec ost  St. John’s Episcopal  Church  

As your Junior Warden, I cannot tell you how excited and energized I am regarding this year’s 
Stewardship Campaign. We all truly have been and are in “unchartered waters” in all aspects of our 
daily lives due to the Covid-Sars pandemic. Every day routine tasks including worshipping and at-
tending our beloved church have been adversely altered, but I do know this: we are going to make 
it back to a wonderful “new normal.” Our last five weeks with the church open for worship, albeit in 
a limited capacity, has re-solidified what I already knew to be true: this church is truly hallowed 
ground. Our hallowed place of worship and fellowship is also on the cusp of a new era as we enthu-
siastically welcomed Ann Townsend, Poppy, Sarah, and John Leach to our St John’s family. I have 
sent up prayers of thanks to God for leading John and his lovely ladies to us. We are blessed and 
fortunate to have them. The Search process was indeed a “special time” of reflection and spiritual 
renewal for us all as we journeyed through it. This said, it brings me full circle to my excitement 
about where we are as a parish. With John’s leadership, and our amazing staff support, I am fully 
confident that we are about to literally explode into a place of spiritual comfort, offering new and 
exciting opportunities of worship, fellowship, and growth! 

 

To fully function as a vibrant, difference-making downtown church, obviously takes financial re-
sources. The Vestry, Finance Committee, and faithful members of numerous church committees 
have worked diligently to offer a sound and reasonable budget that Helen Wells, our beloved 
Treasurer, has presented to you. Even in a “Covid World,” we feel it is our duty and God’s will to 
remain vibrant and relevant, now more than ever, and we feel this budget is sound and very man-
ageable. St John’s INCREDIBLE commitment to Outreach is obviously an important component in 
our parish ministry, and as past Chair of the Outreach Committee, I have watched with great pride 
as we have INCREASED our commitment to this difference-making ministry. We all owe Charlie 
Harris and his great team a hearty "Thank You" for positively making a difference in literally thou-
sands of folks’ lives in the River Region. 

 

With the knowledge of where we are and where we are about to go, I want to humbly ask you all to 
prayerfully and faithfully consider making a financial pledge commitment to our beloved St John’s. 
Please, please consider “digging deeper” in your financial commitment. I can promise that the 
“payoff” will be fully worth your investment and that magical things will happen in our church. I 
also feel very strongly that we as a parish need to constantly remain proactive in our growth. In my 
line of work, we have a saying: “If you are not growing, you are dying.” It’s no secret that 
“traditional” churches of all denominations, including synagogues, are seeing declines in their 
membership. While I like where we are currently, if we do not faithfully make efforts to grow our 
numbers, especially among younger families and adults, we could find ourselves in a negative situ-
ation in the coming years. This said, I want to humbly ask for not only your financial pledge to the 
parish, but also make a commitment to welcome and invite new folks to consider St. John’s as their 
church home. So please make a point to ask your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and relatives to 
get involved and see what we have to offer! 

 

Dear Friends and Parishioners of St John’s,   

The Eagle  
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Christopher Marshall, Sarah Stone, Karen  
Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Marilyn Pickett, Kitty Nicrosi. 

 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Al Perkins, Alice Allen, Rob Luddington, Gloria Hudgeon, 
Tommy Oliver, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Dottie Campbell, Lavada Spears Persons, Pee Wee Kohn, Raye 
Gregory, Betsy Arnold, Mark Wimble, John Scott, Margaret Carlson, Ernie Reddick. 
 

Please notify us when you are sick or  hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify if the name listed needs to be included longer. 

 

THE LESSONS: 

Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) 

Matthew 22:15-22  

 

 

THE COLLECT: 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have re-
vealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works 

of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world 
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of 

your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

Joy and Concern 

This is why I am so excited about John’s arrival as our sixteenth Rector! With his new leadership 
and visions of the future, I know nothing can stop St John’s from becoming THE most exciting and 
relevant church in our diocese. 

Radney P. Ramsey 

McKesson Medical Surgical 

334 328 9093 cell  Radney.ramsey@mckesson.com 

“Liturgy: The Work of the People” 

Led by:  The Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal 

Time: Wednesday nights from 6.30 pm to 7.30 
pm on Zoom 

Dates: October 14th to December 16th  

We have a new rector and we haven't had communion 
since March.  In anticipation of returning to in-person 
communion services you might be wondering:  What 

might change?  What will remain the same?  Why? Al-
so, under John's leadership, we can anticipate a re-

newed emphasis on congregational participation and 
lay ministries.  To serve these ends, this course hopes to 
accomplish two major goals.  The first is to examine the 
different elements of the service of Holy Eucharist Rite 

II (BCP 1979) and recall the basic theological truths 
about God and the People of God that the liturgy communicates.  The second major goal is 

to pay special attention to the roles of 1) the congregation; 2) lay ministers; and 3) or-
dained ministers within the services to show why the word "liturgy" is literally defined as 

"the work of the people."  The class will also include discussions on different ways St. 
John’s can emphasize welcoming, hospitable and inclusive practices through worship and 

liturgy. 
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SUNDAY 
9:00 am Morning Prayer with Sermon 
9:00 am Children's Sunday School 
10:30 am Morning Prayer with Sermon 

 
MONDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
12:00 pm Noon Bible Study via Zoom 
5:00 pm Women's Bible Study via Zoom 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
TUESDAY 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
WEDNESDAY  
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 
3:30 pm Coffice at Cafe Louisa 

6:30 pm Deonna Zoom Class 

 
THURSDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline 

 
FRIDAY 
8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 
9:00 pm Facebook Live Compline  

This Week At St. John’s 

Post Your Families Costumes  

and Pumpkins!  
 

Since the CDC won’t let us have Trunk or 
Treat we will be having a photo contest!  
Post pictures of your costumes and your 
pumpkins on Facebook and on October 

31st whoever has the most likes will get a 
prize in the mail! To enter you must tag St. 
John’s on your picture, if you don’t have a 

Facebook  
send your picture to 

Joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org to enter. 

Friends,  

Please join me in honoring Libby Poole's ministry at St. John's. In her 23 years here, not only did she fulfill 
her duties as financial administrator, she served in countless other capacities. Many of you have fond rec-

ollections and great appreciation for the all the ways Libby assisted you. As a way of celebrating all that she 
means to you, you may contribute to a retirement purse. Please send a check made out to St. John's with 

Libby Poole in the memo line. Our deadline for having these returned is October 21st.   

 

Our church Nursery will be available beginning Sunday, November 1. We will 
offer childcare for children ages 3 and younger only during the 7:30 and 10:30 

am services. 
   

Make sure you check out St. John’s Website for any links or classes that you don’t want to 
miss! The search bar at the top right is a great tool to use when looking for specific things. 

Look for the magnifying glass, click it, and type in whatever you need! You can also  

complete your pledge card on the website also!  

https://stjohnsmontgomery.org/ 


