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In the fifth chapter of Luke’s gospel we read about 
a huge crowd gathering around Jesus for healing. 
They have heard of his healing dreadful things like 
leprosy and have flocked to the house where he is 
staying to receive that healing for their own various 
ailments. It’s a scene of  desperate need. 
 
Some friends of a paralyzed man have carried him 
on a cot, just how far we are not sure, and they ar-
rive at the house to find a long line of folks in front 
of them. Rather than wait patiently, the friends 
climb up on the roof, pull the man on the cot up 
with them, then loosen the tiles in the roof and low-
er their paralyzed friend right down in front of Je-
sus. If this were to occur at the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles, there would be quite a stir. The crowd 
and the bureaucrat behind the desk would tell the 
man to get to the back of the line and wait his turn 
like all the others. Yet Jesus recognizes this as an 
act of faith. He heals the man and, much to the 
crowd’s amazement, even speaks of forgiving his 
sins, something only God is able to do. Healing and 
forgiveness are all wrapped up together here. 
 
So much of my life is spent in impatience and anxi-
ety. I want things to get fixed right now. I worry 
that those big and little things going in my life will 
gain more and more power and that I will somehow 
be totally overwhelmed. I am constantly question-
ing the timing of things, fearing that what I or oth-
ers need isn’t being addressed quickly enough. It’s 
always felt like a demon I do battle with, this impa-
tience and anxiety. Certainly I, perhaps above all, 
should trust that things are being healed and re-
deemed in God’s good time. But I don’t, at least not 
easily. Even in my relatively comfortable life, I 
struggle with desperation. And since I’ve been 
around a while, I know you do too. It feels yucky, 
like I’ve got some condition I should be able to get 
rid of. 
 
In this particular incident, Jesus seems to 
acknowledge the desperate feelings of the man and 
his friends as some sort of faith action. They seem 
to know that Jesus can help and they want that help 
right this minute. Very generously Jesus calls that 
faith and extends healing along with forgiveness.  
He could well have used the situation to teach the 
man about his need for patience but instead he sees 
faith. We don’t exactly hear how the crowd reacts 
but we’re led to believe that Jesus gets to all those 
in need before he moves on. The back of the line 
will receive the same healing that the front of the 
line received. 

 
I wish I could wait my turn more graciously. I wish 
I didn’t get so impatient. I wish my anxiety would 
lessen. My experience is that God gets to my need, 
and those of others, in perfect timing. I don’t want 
to mistrust that timing for the rest of my life. I actu-
ally need healing for that portion of my life more 
than any other. But maybe I’m looking at all this in 
the wrong way. 
 
Could there be such a thing as holy impatience? 
Could it be that this desperate anxiety we hold in-
side us is not so much a demon that is keeping us 
from God as it is an angel bringing us closer to 
God? When I am questioning the timing of healing, 
I am actually acknowledging that healing is possi-
ble. I’m not so much wondering if it will take place 
but more how and when it will take place. God 
seems very generous with that kind of impatience. 
 
Occasionally I think I have heard God tell me to get 
back in line and wait my turn. And sometimes I 
think he has eased me in way ahead of others who 
have waited so much longer. But it does seem like 
he gets to everyone in line before he finishes. I 
guess with God there is no front or back of the line. 
He just sees the need for healing and forgiveness 
and is working that grace simultaneously in all our 
lives. 
 
I still hope to gain more trust and more patience, 
less anxiety and less desperation. But I am remind-
ed that really only God will be able to forgive and 
heal that in me. My impatience and anxiety, self-
centered as it is, is met by God’s grace and is turned 
into trust and faith. It’s the struggle we go through 
to find the reward of God’s presence. As much as I 
wish it would go away, perhaps I should also be 
giving thanks to God for the pathway to faith and 
forgiveness. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Isaiah 53:4-12 
Psalm 91:9-16 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark 10:35-45 
 
THE COLLECT: 
Almighty and everlasting God, who 
in Christ hast revealed thy glory 
among the nations: Preserve the 
works of thy mercy, that thy 
Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in 
the confession of thy Name; 
through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
   
 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 Frederick Wooten Wilkerson, Jr. 
Frederick Wooten Wilkerson, Sr. 

Kathleen McCord Wilkerson 
Bernard de Sieyes de Veynes 

Alice Stearns de Sieyes 
Marion de Sieyes Ebersole 

Marion Stearns Venard 
Peter Wilkerson Kimball 

Arthur Bowman Durkee, Jr. 
  
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: C. Lawlor, W. Lawlor, A. 
Baird, J. Register, H. Speir, J. Clark, 
A. F. Little, W. Norrell 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, W. Gunter, K. Miller, M. Clark 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
P. Selman 
VESTRY:  7:30 R. Bradford 
10:30 J. Marshall, G. Stough, B. 
Young, T. Westhauser 
ALTAR GUILD: K. Funk, M. Carter. 
S. Stone, J. Eskridge 
PASTORAL CARE:  Jane  Barganier, 
Murray Bennett 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  M. Carter, V. 
Wilkerson 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Stewardship Meetings 
Each parishioner is requested to attend one 30 minute meeting to pick up pledge packets and hear a presentation 
by the Rector, Wardens, and Treasurer on the Vestry’s vision for 2019 and our need for improved financial stew-
ardship of our gifts from God. Those meetings will be in the Nave and are scheduled as follows: 

 
Sunday, October 21, at noon 

  

Those unable to attend will be called on by canvassers. Pledge cards are due on November 4. 
  
  

  

St. John’s encourages tithing, the giving of 10% of our financial resources to God’s work in the world through the 
Church, because we know that giving is integral to spiritual growth. The Rector tithes and each member of the 
Vestry is either tithing or working toward that goal. Please identify for yourself the percentage of your resources 
that you will give and develop a plan to become a tither. 

Events Around the Corner 

 

Young Adult Supper Club—October 18 
Trunk or Treat! -October 24 

ECW Bazaar-Wednesday, November 14 

 

Remember Tuesdays-Morning Prayer at 8:10 am on Facebook Live 

Holy Cross School Christmas Greens and Charleston Gift Wrap 

Holy Cross Episcopal School’s greens and Charleston Gift Wrap sale will run through October 22nd.  The 
school has gone back to Sherwood Forest Farms by popular demand. The Noble fir wreaths, western cedar gar-
lands and fragrant mixed evergreen wreaths will be available. These can be ordered to be delivered to Holy 
Cross or can be shipped to other states for  wonderful gifts. 

  

Ordering information is available at the reception desk at St. John’s and on Sunday at a table outside of the par-
ish house.  Information is also available at holycrossmontgomery.org or on the Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
Facebook page. 

Bach Cello Suites  

Monday and Tuesday, October 29th & 30th,  
each evening at 7:00 pm   

 

St. John’s will host Alexei Romanenko, Principal Cellist for the  
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra (Florida) and former Cello Fellow for the  

Montgomery Symphony Orchestra, for a 2 night event.   
He will perform all of the Bach cello suites. 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sarah Spratling, Deborah Cheatum, Charles 
Brannon, Tammie Urman, Florence Jordan, Christopher Marshall, Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis Beau-
lieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill.  

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:   Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret 
(Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom  Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase 
Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, 
Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame 
Duan, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, 
Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 

 Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Hurricane Michael made landfall at Mexico Beach, FL. The storm then continued its track into 
Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina. Hurricane Michael has had a significant impact on 
communities in the Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. 

Those wishing to help are encouraged to make financial donations either through Episcopal Relief & 
Development or directly to the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast.  

 https://support.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-relief    
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Oct 21 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
4:30 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, Oct 22 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, Oct 23 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Oct 24 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, Oct 25 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$27, 264.54 

Required to Date 

$1,478,738.80 

Received to Date 

$1,331,310.96 

Building Fund Debt 

$120,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$143,440 

ECW Bazaar 
Wednesday, November 14 

Bazaar 10:00 to 2:00; Lunch 11:00 to 1:00 
Contact Virginia Banister, Volunteer Coordinator 

PANTRY 

Join us in the kitchen for Pantry prep!  We look forward to more fun, food, and fellowship!  
Workshops begin at 10:00 a.m. in the St. John's kitchen. 
  

Tuesday, October 23- Butternut Squash Soup 

Thursday, October 25 - Cinnamon Rolls  
  

Email Betsy Cannon with questions at bcannon66@yahoo.com  
  

Silent Auction Gifts and Donations-The Silent Auction needs valuable gifts that 
will inspire competitive bidding. This would include antiques, artwork, silver flatware, 
serving pieces and hollowware. In addition, estate jewelry, a stay at your vacation home, 
Yeti coolers, or donating your professional talents such as cooking for a dinner party or a 
decorating consultation or any other valued service.  Chair: Katharine Harris ( 315-1230) 
or katharineharris@knology.net.  
  

Treasure Attic Instead of a yard sale, bring your pre-loved items such as giftware, Chi-
na, glassware, linens, picture frames, lamps, small furniture, costume jewelry, or other 
items in good clean condition. Your Trash is surely someone else's treasure. Please bring 
your donations to the stairwell across from the elevator in the Sunday School building. 
Chair: Michelle Shaw, 334-531-1795 or chelle.shaw67@gmail.com.   
  

HANDMADE ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 Do you paint, sew, knit or make hand crafted items? The Handmade Arts and Crafts room 
needs items created by our talented St. John's members and friends. We also welcome any 
ideas for handcrafted articles that would be good sellers at the Bazaar. You're welcome to 
join us on Mondays from 9 to 12 in the crafting room on the third floor of the education 
building. Chairs: Katie Keller (kkeller2009@charter.net) and Jean Smyth 
(je@smyth3.com). 

   

Fine Arts Department 

We need your art! 

Can you paint or draw? Fine Arts is looking for your original pieces. Please bring your art 
to our Bazaar. You can donate or request a  percentage of the sale. Contact Florence Tyson 
at flossy618@aol.com or 334-265-0731 

October In-Gathering  
For Outreach 

Winter Coats 
For Friendship Mission 

Bring new or gently used, men's, women's, and children's coats 

Parish Gardens Work Party  
Sunday, November 4, at Noon  

 
 

Join us Sunday for a Gardens Work Party. Things to bring: work clothes; gloves, clippers, trowels, 
etc. Gas powered weed eaters and people to operate them are needed. A light lunch will be pro-
vided. Any questions? Call Fairlie Rinehart at  399-2525 or email her at fhrinehart@gmail.com.  



St .  John’s  Episcopal  Church  
1 13 Madison Avenue  
Montgomery,  AL 36104  
Phone:  334-262-1937  
Fax:  334-262-1931  
Emai l :  
churchoff ice@st johnsmontgomery.org  

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #376 

Montgomery, Alabama 

36104 

The Eagle is available on the 
internet at 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 

St. John’s Annual Trunk-or-Treat 
 is Wednesday, October 24  

6:00-7:30 pm!  
  

Come for lots of spooky fun!  
All families participating are responsible for  

their own decorations and treats. 
 There will be a contest for the best decorated vehicle!  

Please note: Parking lot will be closed after 6:00 pm to protect 

 the safety of children. 
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