ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Montgomery, Alabama

THE 22ND SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II
10.30 a.m. • Oct 24th, 2021
A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church
Welcome! We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.
In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s
Table. If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact
one of the clergy. Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their
arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest. Guests are expected and welcome! For
your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in
the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left. Also, children’s activity bags are
available in the back of the church.

Opening Voluntaries

Andante In F
We Pray Now To the Holy Spirit

Felix Mendelssohn
Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements
Entrance Hymn 535 Ye servants of God, your master proclaim

PADERBORN

The Word of God
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Opening Canticle, Gloria in excelsis - Hymnal, S 280 Sung by all.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the
world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-9
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated. The psalm will be sung by soloists.

Psalm 126
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
"The Lord has done great things for them."
4 The Lord has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

The Epistle: Hebrews 7:23-28
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office; but Jesus holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues
forever. Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.
For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has
no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the
people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests
those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law,
appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever..
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand. During the hymn, children are invited to process to the children's chapel.
Sequence Hymn 567 Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old

ST MATTHEW

The Gospel Reading: Mark 10:46-52
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.”

And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So
throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do
you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.”
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight
and followed him on the way.

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Dr. Deonna D. Neal
All stand, saying together:
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The people kneel as they are able. The Leader and People pray responsively.

The Prayers of the People
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons; we pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Michael our presiding bishop; Glenda our Bishop, and Deonna our priest.
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; We pray especially
for Joseph, our President; Kay, our Governor; and Stephen, our Mayor.
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
We pray for all those on our parish prayer list, ____________.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
We pray for all those who have died and for all those in whose memory the altar flowers have
been given, _____________. Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. We pray for all those serving in the armed
forces. We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo, in Tela, Honduras. We pray for all
first responders and all healthcare personnel.
The People may add their own petitions. The Celebrant will add a concluding Collect.
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
All stand.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Celebrant will say an offertory sentence. Please sit while the altar is being prepared

The Holy Communion
Anthem

There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy

Calvin Hampton

As the gifts are being brought forward, please stand to sing:
Doxology (Hymn 400 v.7)
LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Let all things their creator bless, and worship him in humbleness, O Praise him, Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, and praise the spirit, Three in One:
O Praise him, O Praise him, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A)
The People stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; for you are the source of

light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people kneel.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
All sing this fraction anthem together

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

After communion, the Celebrant leads the people with this post-communion prayer.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Please stand for the retiring procession
Hymn 610 Lord, whose love through humble service
Dismissal
Priest
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Epilogue

BLAENHAFFREN

Norman Gilbert

Today’s Servers
Acolytes: Robert Huffaker, MaryLee Kelso, Helen Johnston, Susan Johnston, Samuel Collier
Lector and Intercessor: Keith Miller, Maria Pacheco
Eucharistic Ministers: Dudley Perry, Fairley McDonald, Kat Dailey
Ushers: Radney Ramsey, Cam Hughes, Kathleen Bradford, Katie Keller
Altar Guild: Jeanne Drummond
Flower Delivery Team: Jeanne Drummond, Bette Smith, Debbie Schremser
Videographer: Joleen George
Instrumentalists: Robert Scott, flute; Jihye Choi, violin; David Simpson, bassoon.
Altar Flowers given in memory of: Betty Holloway Harmon, Barrie Holt Harmon, Mary
Louise Baker, Sam Rice Baker, Louise P. Harmon, Stephanie Holt Harmon
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown,
Mark Chappell, Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Elizabeth Killingsworth, Leslie Little,
Christopher Marshall, Richard McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred
Tyson.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Larry Alsobrook, Joe Carter, Arthur
Femenella, Sr., Frank, Steve Harding, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Richard Norris, Karen and
Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person.

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer.

Announcements
The Light Campaign Pledge cards due Today: We are closer to our goal, but we’re not there
yet, and we need your pledges. Pledge cards are available at the back of the church and you may
put your card in the offering plate.
NEW Class at 9:15am Sundays in the Parish Hall: The Lord's Prayer in Scripture and
Liturgy
Beginning October 24th, please join the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal in the parish hall at 9:15am for a
four-part teaching series on the Lord's prayer. Learn about its placement and use in Matthew and
Luke, how the prayer was used in the early church and our current liturgy. Deonna will draw on
lectures by the Anglican theologian NT Wright and Greek Orthodox theologian Thomas Hopko.
A light breakfast of bagels, donuts (and maybe even bacon!) will be available.
Oct 24th: The Lord's Prayer I
Oct 31st: The Lord's Prayer II
Nov 7th: All Saints/Stewardship Sunday
Nov 14th: The Lord's Prayer III
Nov 21: The Lord's Prayer IV

Trunk or Treat: Wednesday Oct. 27 at 6pm, everyone’s favorite spooky event returns! All
families and St. John’s groups are invited to decorate their trunks in the church parking lot.
There’s a prize for the best decorated trunk. There will be bouncy houses, corn dogs, french fries
and cookie cake!
Centering Prayer Wednesdays at 11:30am in the library: Centering Prayer is a receptive
method of silent prayer in which we experience God's presence within us, closer than breathing,
closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. It is a method of prayer that is both a
relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship
Bazaar News:
Volunteers are always needed and welcome! If you would like to volunteer to help with
the Bazaar, either on the day of the event (Nov. 17th) or preparation for the event, please email
our volunteer coordinator, Mary Nelms Parsons at mnparsons@kellyaero.com.
Pantry cooking continues every Tuesday & Thursday beginning at 10am. Come join
them; no skills required!
Treasure Attic: We want your stuff! Bring your quality used items to the church office
& leave them in the stairwell. Want to work in the Treasure Attic? It’s a big job and we’ll take
all the help we can get!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama
The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama
The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector
Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster
Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation
Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries
Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator
Heather Herring, Financial Administrator
Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector
Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent
Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff
Vestry and Officers
Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden
Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden
Richard Bradford, Treasurer
Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer
Class of 2021:
John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise
Class of 2022:
Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr.
Class of 2023:
Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,
Wyatt Wells
113 Madison Ave., Montgomery, AL 36104
334-262-1937
www.stjohnsmontgomery.org
Text to Give: You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s. Whether its a pledge payment, a memorial, or
any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449.

