
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 

Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s 

Table.  If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact 

one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their 

arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests are expected and welcome! For 

your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in 

the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are 

available in the back of the church. 
  

 

Opening Voluntary      A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Dietrich Buxtehude 

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn 616 Hail to the Lord’s annointed  ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Opening Canticle, Gloria in excelsis - Hymnal, S 280 Sung by all.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 

world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true 

and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly 

promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Moses said: Now this is the commandment--the statutes and the ordinances--that the Lord 

your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and 

occupy, so that you and your children and your children's children, may fear the Lord your 

God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am 

commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe 

them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a 

land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised 

you. 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them 

when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind 

them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on 

the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Remain seated.  The psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

 

  



 

Psalm 119:1-8 

 

       1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, * 

who walk in the law of the Lord! 

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees * 

and seek him with all their hearts! 

3 Who never do any wrong, * 

but always walk in his ways. 

4 You laid down your commandments, * 

that we should fully keep them. 

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct * 

that I might keep your statutes! 

6 Then I should not be put to shame, * 

when I regard all your commandments. 

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, * 

when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep your statutes; * 

do not utterly forsake me. 

The Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 

greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once 

for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, 

thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of 

the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 

how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. During the hymn, children are invited to process to the children's chapel. 

 

Sequence Hymn 209  We walk by faith and not by sight ST BOTOLPH                  

 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 12:28-34 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

One of the scribes came near and heard the Sadducees disputing with one another, and 

seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of 

all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, 



 

“You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 

other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 

strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all 

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to 

him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any 

question. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Dr. Oliver Larry Yarbrough 

 

All stand, saying together: 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively. 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons; we pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Michael our presiding bishop; Glenda our Bishop, and Deonna our priest.   

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; We pray especially 

for Joseph, our President; Kay, our Governor; and Stephen, our Mayor. 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for all those on our parish prayer list, ____________.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all those who have died and for all those in whose memory the altar flowers have 

been given, _____________. Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  We pray for all those serving in the armed 

forces.  We pray for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo, in Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all 

first responders and all healthcare personnel. 

 

The People may add their own petitions.  The Celebrant will add a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 

 

Most merciful God,  

We confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 



 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Celebrant will say an offertory sentence.  Please sit while the altar is being prepared 
 

The Holy Communion 

 

 
 

As the gifts are being brought forward, please stand to sing: 

 

Doxology (Hymn 400 v.7)              LASST UNS ERFREUEN  

                       

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship Him in humbleness, O Praise Him, Alleluia!  

Praise God the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

O Praise Him, O Praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 

The People stand. 
 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; for you are the source of 



 

light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 



 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

All sing this fraction anthem together 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

  



 

After communion, the Celebrant leads the people with this post-communion prayer. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Please stand for the retiring procession 

 

Hymn 688  A mighty fortress is our God EIN FESTE BURG 

 

Dismissal 

Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude           A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  Vaclav Nelhybel                   

 

  



 

Today’s Servers 

Acolytes: Ella Claire Corsino, Hunter Dailey, Bobby Eskridge, Lawton McCollum, Cate Peeples 

Lector and Intercessor:  Rich Anderson, Virginia Banister 

Eucharistic Ministers: Tracey Campbell Will Gunter, Reg McLane 

Vestry: Will Hill Tankersley, Cissy Johnson, Nick Prillaman, Scott Mitchell 

Altar Guild: Michelle Shaw 

Flower Delivery Team: Tracey Campbell, Emmi Harrell, Debbie Schremser 
Videographer:  Anne Tippett 

Instrumentalists: Alexei Romanenko, cello; Robby Gibson, guitar.  

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Elizabeth Hulit Baldwin, John Avon Buzard and Marie 

Abrose Buzard  

 
 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: George Benner, Elizabeth Via Brown, 

Mark Chappell, Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Leslie Little, Christopher Marshall, Richard 

McCrory, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Gail Alsobrook, Larry Alsobrook, Joe Carter, Arthur 

Femenella, Sr., Frank, Robin Fleming, Steve Harding, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo 

Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person. 

 

We pray for those who have died, Elizabeth Killingsworth, and Ruth Lenox Smyth, sister of 

Oliver Smyth.  Rest Eternal Grant unto them, O Lord.  And may Light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 

  



 

Announcements 

 

 

Guest Preacher:  The Rev. Dr. Larry Yarbrough.  Dr. Yarbrough has recently retired to 

Montgomery after serving as a Professor of New Testament at Middlebury College in Vermont 

for 37 years and as an affiliate priest at St. Stephen’s Episcopal church from 2001-2020. 

 

Class: 9.15am Sunday in the Parish Hall:  The Lord's Prayer in Scripture & Liturgy 

Beginning October 24th, please join the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal in the parish hall at 9:15am for a 

four-part teaching series on the Lord's prayer.  Learn about its placement and use in Matthew and 

Luke, how the prayer was used in the early church and our current liturgy.  Deonna will draw on 

lectures by the Anglican theologian NT Wright and Eastern Orthodox theologian Thomas 

Hopko.  A light breakfast of bagels, donuts (and maybe even bacon!) will be available. 

 
Oct 31st: The Lord's Prayer II 

Nov 7th:  All Saints/Stewardship Sunday 

Nov 14th:  The Lord's Prayer III 

Nov  21st:  The Lord's Prayer IV 

 

All Saints Evensong, Monday, Nov. 1st:  The Montgomery Convocation of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Alabama will come together for an All Saints Evensong at the Church of the 

Ascension on Monday, Nov. 1st at 6:30pm. Clergy and choir from Montgomery area parishes 

will participate.  A reception will follow the service in the Ascension Garden. 

 

Wednesday Night Speaker Series:  Join us Wednesday, Nov. 3rd.  Our speaker will be Bishop 

Sevastianos of Zevlon Greek Orthodox Church.  Dinner will be at 6pm and the presentation 

begins at 6:30pm. 

 

Volunteer Opportunity - Soup Project November 5th and 6th Montgomery Episcopal 

Church Community Outreach:  The five area Episcopal churches: Ascension, St. Johns, Good 

Shepherd, Grace Church, and Holy Comforter, have created an Episcopal community outreach 

program.   The first project will be making 140 gallons of soup that will be prepared, packaged, 

and delivered to charitable organizations in Montgomery (MACOA, Renaissance House, 

Friendship Mission, and several more), to be distributed to the people they serve.  Volunteers are 

needed for Friday and Saturday for several tasks: All cooking will be done at Holy Comforter 

(2911 Woodley Rd.).   

• Friday, November 5 

○ 1:00 to 5:00 pm - food preparation, chopping vegetables 

● Saturday, November 6 

○ 8:00 to 10:00 am - start soups and finish prep 

○ 10:00 to 12:00 pm - cooking and begin cooling the soup 

○ 12:00 to 2:00 pm - portioning and delivering the soup and cleanup 

 If you can help on either day for a couple hours, please email Charlie Harris or Stephanie 

Norrell to help us plan out volunteers for the event.  Charlie Harris -  charris@starkeagency.com 

Stephanie Norrell – sbnorrell@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Interim Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 
   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 
   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
 

113 Madison Ave., Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 
 

Text to Give:  You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s.  Whether it’s a pledge payment, a memorial, 

or any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449. 


