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 Children's Upcoming Events: 
  

October 6  Birthday Sunday 10:10 
am 

October 6   Blessing of the Animals 

• Animals of all sizes are invited for a 
special service and blessing! We will 
begin the outdoor service (in laby-
rinth) at 5 pm sharp. All pets must be 
on a LEASH or in a CRATE! The zoo 
will be present with some of their ani-
mals too! 

  

October 9   Wednesday Night series 

• Mysteries of the Bible– Children ag-
es K-6th grade are invited to partici-
pate.  

  

October 30 Trunk-or-Treat 

• All families are welcome to partici-
pate. Each family car is responsible 
for their own decorations and candy. 
There will be a contest for the “Best 

Decorated Trunk.”  

Children’s Wednesday  

Night series:  

Mysteries of the  
Bible 

 

Children ages K-6th grade are 
invited to learn about myster-
ies of the Bible with a mystery 
manor theme! Each week we 

will focus on a different para-
ble/mystery. We will play fun 
games, solve the  puzzles and 
learn more about the Bible! 

Eucharist 5:30-6:00 pm 

Dinner 6:00 pm-6:30 pm 

Program 6:30-7:30 pm 

**Modified version in Nursery 
for Toddlers-Pre-K. 

No EYC this 

week! Please 

come to 

Blessing of 

the Animals! 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Seventeen Sunday Af ter  Pentecost  

REPENT 

October  6 ,  2019  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
 
Anne Tippett 
     Assistant to the Rector 
  

Christian Formation 
Sarah Collier 
     Director of Children’s  
 Christian Formation 
 
Joleen George 
     Director of Youth Ministries 
 and Parish  
 Communications 
  

Music: 
Joel Gregory 
     Organist and Choirmaster 
  

Maintenance: 
Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke, Judson George 
   

Vestry of St. John’s: 
Bill Eskridge Sr. Warden   
Jimmy McLemore, Jr. Warden 
 
 

Class of 2020 
Dick Arrington 
Georgia Holmes 
Austin Huffaker 
Alice Longshore 
Jean Smyth 
Bob Young 
 

Class of 2021 
Virginia Banister 
Richard Bradford 
Kathryn Dailey 
Mike Jenkins 
Stephanie Norrell 
Todd Westhauser  
 
Class of 2022 
John Carter 
Will Gunter 
Katie Keller 
Mary-Nelms Parsons 
Nick Prillaman 
Radney Ramsey 
Emily Wise 
 

Treasurer 
Helen Wells 
 
Clerk of the Vestry 
Anne Tippett 

There’s a Seinfeld episode entitled The Opposite in which George Costanza deter-

mines that every instinct he has ever had and every decision he has ever made have 

been wrong. Jerry and Elaine encourage him to start doing the exact opposite of what 

he has always done. “If everything you’ve ever done is wrong, then the opposite 

would have to be right.” So, right there in the café, George does the opposite. Instead 

of ordering tuna on toast, he orders chicken salad on rye. (Jerry notes that salmon is 

actually the opposite of tuna because salmon swim against the stream and tuna 

swim with it.) Then George decides to approach an attractive woman which he never 

does. And, instead of lying and telling her he’s rich and successful, he says, “Hi, I’m 

George. I’m unemployed and live with my parents.” Doing the opposite becomes 

George’s new strategy. 

 

When we think of Jesus, we think of the great loving presence he brings to every situ-

ation. He includes those who have been excluded. His approach is softer and kinder 

than that of the Pharisees and scribes. He does a good bit of challenging but it’s 

done in love, like when he loves the rich man and asks him to rearrange his priorities. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, the very first public words out of Jesus’ mouth are: “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is near.” Later he’ll talk about loving God and loving one’s 

neighbor as oneself. But he starts with repentance. 

 

While we may think of repentance as being sorry or cowering from God’s wrath, the 

meaning of the word Jesus uses is basically “turn around.” What Jesus asks the world 

to do first, before he gets to the message of love that we need to receive and give, is 

to turn around and change perspective. “Look to God rather than just to yourself.” 

“Change your perspective because God is near, not far away. God is not removed 

from our lives but right in the midst of our lives.” Usually we think of God as way up 

high and we take our problems to him or ask him to come down and fix some things 

we are having a hard time with. Jesus says that God is right in the midst of our lives 

already. Look for God’s loving presence in the midst of that which troubles you rather 

than your life as something removed from that holy presence. Repent, change your 

perspective, look to God instead of yourself, look for God right here and now instead 

of something we meet later on. 

 

When we fall into strict morality, when we press harder and harder to gain control, 

when we obsess over how to be successful or pain free, when we pile up more and 

more material goods and seek more and more adventures which will excite us, we 

wander further away from God. In Jesus’ time much of the activity intended to bring 

the people closer to God actually took them further away. That same theme may re-

peat itself in our lives. We pray for God to fix things so that we can be happy instead 
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THE LESSONS: 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

Psalm 37:1-10 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

THE COLLECT: 

Almighty and everlasting 
God, you are always more 
ready to hear than we to 
pray, and to give more than 
we either desire or deserve: 
Pour upon us the abundance 
of your mercy, forgiving us 
those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giv-
ing us those good things for 
which we are not worthy to 
ask, except through the mer-
its and mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Savior; who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  

 

MINISTERS SERVING 
THIS SUNDAY 

 
ORGANIST AND  
CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Bobby 
Eskridge, Coleman 
Speir, Abbey Baird, Virgin-
ia Hope, Anna Steven-
son, Robert Wells, Wyatt 
Wells, Turner Clements 

VESTRY: 7:30 Nick 
Prillaman 10:30 Jimmy 
McLemore, Bob Young, 
Katie Keller, Alice Long-
shore  

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS: Miche-
al Clark, J.R. Marshall, Ma-
ria Pacheco-West  

ALTAR GUILD: 7:30 Jean 
McDowell 10:30 Anne 
King, Emmi Stroh 

PASTORAL 
CARE: Murray Bennett 

FLOWER DELIVERY: 
Jeannette Lynn, Mary Lil 
Owens, George Mathews 

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

 Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, Christopher Mar-
shall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, Florence 
Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Frances Condit, Nan Rosa. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-Burns, Gloria 
Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, 
Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra 
Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hat-
field, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, 
Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Brad-
ford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barn-
hart, Lavada Spears Persons, Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon 
Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William 
Hardwick Ray, Meredith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Geoff 
Brown, Jean Shackleford, Vaughan Dozier, Kay Ivey. 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that  

we might provide pastoral care. 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to Preach and Celebrate October 20 

 

The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church - the national body that administers 
the programs and policies adopted by the General Convention - will be meeting in 

Montgomery October 18-21 and will worship with us on October 20 at 10:30. The Pre-
siding Bishop, The Most Rev. Michael Curry, will preach and celebrate at that Eucha-

rist. Come and welcome the Executive Council and the Presiding Bishop. 

of giving thanks to God for what he has given us and what he is doing in our lives. 

We live trying to do things that might impress God or separate us from the masses 

instead of truly knowing we are loved and so are the people who trouble us. We try 

to close out bad stuff in life instead of concentrating on opening our hearts to all 

the transformation God has in store for us. We hold on too tightly, resisting 

change, instead of trusting that every change in our lives is designed to bring us 

into the kingdom more fully. 

 

What’s your basic approach to life, the universe, and God? Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is near. Try taking a new perspective. Look at things from the op-

posite direction. Look at the world the way you imagine God looks at it.  

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

October Ingathering 

Coats for Friendship Mission-A faith-based shelter for homeless men, women 
and children. Two shelter locations, and a community meals program (soup 

kitchen) open to all who are hungry in Montgomery, Alabama.  

Please bring your gently used or new coats to the educational building. 

“I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you 

came to Me.’” Mathew 25:36 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am    Breakfast  
    in the Parish House 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

5:00 pm    Blessing of the 
Animals  

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

  

MONDAY 

9:30 am   Bazaar Arts and 
     Crafts 

12 Noon   Clergy Led Bible 
     Study in the Small 
     Dining Room 

 

TUESDAY 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

8:10 am Morning Prayer on 
FB Live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

10:00 am  Bazaar cooking 

  

WEDNESDAY 

11:30 am Centering Prayer 

5:30 pm Eucharist and 
Wednesday Night 
Series 

 

THURSDAY 

10:00 am  Bazaar Cooking 

12:05 pm  Holy Unction and 
Holy Eucharist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir  

  Practice  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$35,331.16  

Received Sunday 

$35,469.82  

 

Required to Date 

$1,377,915.24  

Received to Date 

$1,263,307.86  

Stewardship Meetings 
Each parishioner is requested to attend one 30 minute meeting to pick up pledge 

packets and hear a presentation by the Rector, Wardens, and Treasurer on the 

Vestry’s vision for 2020 and our need for improved financial stewardship of our 

gifts from God. Those meetings will be in the Parish Hall and are scheduled as 

follows: 

THIS Sunday, October 6, at 11:45  

Sunday, October 13, at 11:45 

Those unable to attend will be called on by canvassers. Pledge cards are due on 

November 3. 

St. John’s encourages tithing, the giving of 10% of our financial resources to 

God’s work in the world through the Church, because we know that giving is inte-

gral to spiritual growth. The Rector tithes and each member of the Vestry is either 

tithing or working toward that goal. Please identify for yourself the percentage of 

your resources that you will give and develop a plan to become a tither. 

Blessing of the Animals THIS Sunday at 5:00 

Everyone will meet in the Labyrinth for their blessing . 

Last chance to bring donations for the Humane Shelter is this event! 

Mary and Martha Guild Important Dates:  

October 13th: 12:00-2:00 We will gather in the Parish Hall right after the 10:30  
service; J.R. will bring lunch for our group;  we will cook breakfast casseroles for the Bazaar 
Pantry.   
 
October 20th: 4:00-6:00  We will gather in the Parish Hall at 4:00; we will clean our containers 
and prep them for the potted flowers to be put in them closer to the time of the Bazaar. 

Wednesday Night Series kicks off October 2nd 

Being an Episcopalian in the South: Challenges and Opportunities 

Led by the St. John's Clergy 

October 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd (in the Parish Hall) 

We hope to see you there! 5:30 Eucharist 6:00 Dinner 

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God and in memory of: 

Annie Paul Thorington 

Olivia Goldthwaite Thompson 

Theresa Goldthwaite 

Lizzie Andrews Goldthwaite 

James Drury Flowers, Sr. 

Mary Van Thornton Flowers 

James Drury Flowers, Jr. 

Donna Winslow Flowers 

Dr. Willard D. Bennett 

Martha Bennett 

Anna Cecile Bennett 

Avis & All Angels meeting 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 @ noon in the Small Dining Room 

Please join us for our first fall meeting of the Avis & All Angels Guild.  Our speaker will 
be Joel Gregory, lunch will be $6 (pay at the door). 

We are in the process of verifying our membership roster, if you are not receiving emails 
or postcards about guild events and would like to, please contact Christy Anderson 

at ckexterhaven72@yahoo.com 


