
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 
Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s Table.  If you have not 
been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive 
Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests 

are expected and welcome! Also, children’s activity bags are available in the narthex and in the main hallway. 

 

With the people gathered outside the Celebrant begins 

The Liturgy of the Palms   

     Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 

upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant then says the following blessing 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 

triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches 

of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 

bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 

eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and  

for ever.  Amen. 
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The Procession 

 

Led by the crucifer, the congregation processes around the block while singing  

 
  



Once the congregation is back inside the Church the Celebrant continues 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray 

 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 

example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 

also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

 

The Lessons 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me 

the tongue of a teacher,  

that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word.  

Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear  

to listen as those who are taught.  

The Lord God has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious,  

I did not turn backward.  

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  

I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting.  

The Lord God helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced;  

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  

he who vindicates me is near.  

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together.  

Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me.  

It is the Lord God who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

 



Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Remain seated.  The psalm will be sung by a vocalist. 

9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 

and my years with sighing; * 

my strength fails me because of affliction, 

and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

fear is all around; * 

they put their heads together against me; 

they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 

I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 

At this time the children are invited to join in the procession to the Children’s Chapel. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 11:1-11 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 

untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The 

Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt 

tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said 



to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and 

they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 

it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 

branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed 

were shouting, 

“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. John P. Leach 

 

The Nicene Creed  

All stand, saying together 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The people kneel as they are able. 

 

Prayers of the People (Form IV) 
 

A lay intercessor begins,  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 

in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda, our bishop; and John and Deonna, our 

clergy.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray especially for Joseph our 

President; Kay, our Governor; and Steven, our Mayor.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 

in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 

and love one another as he loves us.  We pray especially for all those serving in the armed forces, 

especially Jack Durkee, Johnathan Joyner, Ben Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray for our 

companion parish of Espiritu Santo in Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all first responders and all 

healthcare personnel.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray especially for, ___________. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, (especially, _____) that your will for them may 

be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask.  Help us to ask only what accords 

with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us 

for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Deacon says 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

All stand. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord in accordance 

with current health and safety protocols. 

 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.  The People may sit while the table is being prepared. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; For our sins he was lifted 

high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and 

death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sung by a vocalist 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The People kneel as they are able 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

  



The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

At the Fraction, the ‘Agnus Dei’ below will be sung by a vocalist.  

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The Bread will be given to the communicants with these words. 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen   

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People kneel. 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you  



as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Seasonal Blessing  

A priest says,  Bow down before the Lord. 

  

The people continue to kneel and the Celebrant says the following prayer: 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please stand as the clergy depart. 

 

Hymn Tune 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude    All Glory , Laud and Honor    Emma Lou Diemer 

 

Announcements 

Palm Sunday 
Today is Palm Sunday.  All parishioners are encouraged to participate in the Palm Sunday 

processional. Everyone will gather in the back parking lot at 10:10am to bless the palms, then 

process following our donkey around the block and through the front doors into church. For 

those not comfortable processing outside, we will join you in the church to begin the Liturgy at 

10:30am as usual. All children birth through Kindergarten MUST have a parent during the 

procession. 

Easter Flowers 
If you would like to send a donation for flowers to decorate the church for Easter, you may do so 

by scanning the QR code with your phone.  There are also forms available at the back of the 

church and the church office.  You many donate both in honor and in memory of people. 

 

 



Bell Toll In Memory of Covid Deaths - Maundy Thursday, April 1st beginning at 4pm 

St. John's will join the tradition of the National Cathedral and churches throughout the nation and 

world commemorating victims of COVID 19, many of whom have died silently and alone.  

We will toll the lowest bell 500 times to mark the death of more than 500,000 souls in the United 

States.  Anyone who would like to toll the bell in memory of a friend or loved one, or simply 

acknowledge the tragedy is invited to toll for as little or long as you would like. "…and soul by 

soul and silently its shining bounds increase." 

This is not limited to members of St. John's.  All from the community are invited.   Please 

contact Joel at joel@stjohnsmontgomery.org or call the church office at 334.262.1937.  

 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
 

Monday-Wednesday of Holy Week, March 29, 30 & 31 

  8:10 am:  Morning Prayer 

12:05 pm:  HE Rite II  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st 

4:00 pm:  Bell Toll for COVID Deaths 

6.00 pm:  HE Rite II with Stripping of the Altar 
 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

12.05 pm:  Good Friday Liturgy 

  6:00 pm:  Stations of the Cross in the church 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4th 

  7.00 am:  HE Rite I 

  9.00 am:  HE Rite II with Children’s Flowering of the Cross 

10.15 am:  Easter Egg Hunt 

11.00 am:  HE Rite II 
 

Today’s Servers 
 

Acolytes: Stewart Miller, Hunter Dailey 

Lectors:  Mary Hughes, Reg McLane 

Ushers/Greeters: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Michelle Shaw, Emily Wise, Mary-Nelms Parsons 

Musicians: Lauren Simpson, alto; Yu Wang, violin; Robert Scott, flute.  

Altar Guild:  Kitty Coleman 

Livestream Videographer:  Sam Collier & Anne Tippett 

Joy and Concern: Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Karen Jarrell, Ken 

Mahan, Caroline Majors, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell,  Joe McGough, Marilyn 

Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson, George Wakefield. 
 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Larry Alsobrook, Betsy Arnold, Jack Campbell, Joe 

Carter, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Steve Harding, Pee Wee Kohn, Diane Kuehndorf, Shelley 

Garrison Lackey,  Mike Luckett, Diane McWilliams, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, Debbie 

Steindorff.  
 

We pray for one who has died, Bob Bradford.  Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light 

perpetual shine upon him. 



 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 

 

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 

 

Class of 2023: 

 Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
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