
Saturday, March 19th  
Luke 2: 41-52 

  
     Today’s gospel is the familiar story of the lost 12- year-old Jesus who is found three days 
later by his parents in the temple where he is listening to and questioning a group of 
teachers.  Factually it is a simple story, and one that I have taught to my young Sunday 
school students numerous times without giving it much thought beyond the simple 
story.  Now having been asked to write about this passage as a Lenten meditation, I have 
been forced to look for a deeper meaning, which has led me to raise several questions 
about the passage. 

Why is it that the story only appears in Luke’s gospel?  Is it because Luke’s gospel 
was primarily written for the Greeks who revere scholarship and Luke was trying to portray 
Jesus as a scholarly savior?  How did Luke, whose gospel was written any number of years 
after Jesus’ death, know about this story of Jesus’ early childhood?   Was it because Mary, 
having experienced the terror of a child missing for three days, told and retold the story of 
the great relief and joy of finding him safe so many times  that the episode became well-
known?  Did Jesus always know who he really was?  Is this something he figured out during 
the festival of the Passover or during the three days he was listening to and questioning the 
teachers in the temple?  He certainly knows it by the time he responds to his mother’s 
question. Why did it take three days for Joseph and Mary to think to look for him in the 
temple?  Had they forgotten all that the angels had told them about who Jesus 
was?  Should the temple not have been one of the first places they looked? 

Most importantly what is the “message” in this story?  Perhaps the message is 
contained in the last verse which reads:  “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and 
in divine and human favor.”  This story does show extremely well both sides of the young 
Jesus, of how both the human and the divine are intertwined in him. Thus this is another 
reminder of the very real miracle of the incarnation. Thanks be to God for this miracle. 
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