
Saturday, March 26th  
Luke 18: 9-14 

 
When I first read this parable, I imagined God categorizing us as either the Pharisee 

or the tax collector. I got to thinking about where I might fit into this parable—how would 
God categorize me? It dawned on me that maybe we aren’t either the Pharisee or the tax 
collector. Maybe we are a little of both.  

This reading gives us a lot to think about, especially during the season of Lent. 
Jesus contrasts the self-righteousness of the Pharisee with the humility of the tax collector 
to teach about the importance of our attitude when we pray. The tax collector is justified not 
because he has done all of the right things, but because has the ability to recognize his 
sinfulness. I think most all of us are guilty of thinking if we do certain things, that will be 
enough for God to answer our prayers. It is difficult to be humble and recognize our 
sinfulness. 

When life is going great, it is hard to approach prayer the way God probably wants 
us to. It is easier in times of despair to approach God and speak honestly and humbly ask 
for mercy and forgiveness. During difficult seasons when I have felt like there is nothing else 
to say or do, it has been then where I find myself truly pleading for God’s mercy like the tax 
collector. As humans, we don’t want to recognize our weaknesses and we shield others 
from our weaknesses. However, God doesn’t want us to come before him with our guard 
up. We don’t need to prove ourselves to God. God isn’t asking us to be perfect, He is calling 
us to come to Him with our flaws and sins and be truly open to receiving His forgiveness 
and mercy. 

During this Lenten season, my prayer is that we all take time to self-examine the way 
we approach prayer. It can be easy to fall into declaring our own righteousness like the 
Pharisee. However, I pray that during this season we strive to be like the tax collector, 
embracing our imperfections and our sins, and humbly seeking God’s love and forgiveness. 
 
Morgan Chappell 

 


