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Luke 5: 27-32 

 
In this passage Luke offers only a few details in his retelling of Levi’s call, but the 

way he describes that Levi “left everything, and followed” indicates to me that something 
tremendous occurred. 

I wonder if the fact that Jesus changed Levi’s name influenced his reaction to Jesus. 
Jesus gave Levi the name Matthew – ‘gift of Yahweh.’ He saw Levi as a gift of God and that 
unexpected idea captured Matthew’s attention. Interestingly, the story of Matthew’s call is 
told in all the synoptic Gospels, but only in Matthew’s Gospel, where he recounts his own 
call, is the tax collector referred to by the name Matthew rather than Levi. Jesus conveyed 
to Matthew the tender way in which God viewed him, and that idea seized Matthew’s heart.   

My imagination flies with the possible dynamics of this moment. Matthew must have 
had a moment of profound clarity, in which in an instant all was washed clean. His fears, 
insecurities, and defenses, all were washed away.  There must have been a feeling that 
gently lighted upon him, bringing him an interior peace and calm that he had long forgotten. 
There had to have been a sense of trustworthy authority that Matthew could not explain, 
prompting him to leave everything and follow. 

I wonder if someone like Matthew was particularly affected by the tender way Jesus 
saw him - someone who was detested as a sinner within his community, someone whose 
profession made him an enemy of his people, and someone who may have deeply 
internalized all these negative characteristics. I can imagine the mix of reactions Matthew 
would have experienced in this moment.  

Shock. Jesus suddenly presented a foreign possibility to Matthew. His opinion of 
Matthew is completely contrary to Matthew’s own understanding of himself, not to mention 
other people’s perceptions of him. A bewildered Matthew would have been attentive- he 
must have had a still pause within himself allowing him to observe the moment closely. 
Shock. 

Curiosity. Could something like this even be true? Matthew may have questioned if 
he even could be the person Jesus saw in him. The possibility of something unfamiliar to 
Matthew was born, and he wanted to know more. Curiosity. 

Desire. This was likely the most familiar feeling to Matthew, after all he had probably 
experienced desire for someone or something before. But this desire would also shock 
Matthew because he would eventually realize that his desire was for himself. The desire to 
know himself in the way that God knows him- tenderly and lovingly, with delight and 
acceptance of who he is – grew for Matthew. Matthew began to trust, and he badly wanted 
to love himself as God did. It was a desire so new and unexpected within him it compelled 
him to follow.  

I imagine Matthew was not so concerned with others viewing him this way- other 
people’s perceptions of him must have become less important -but I think he must have 
greatly wanted to view himself in the way that Jesus does. He must have known that this 
would require change. Shifting deeply held perceptions require grace that we instinctively 
understand we cannot orchestrate on our own. I think this is why Matthew left everything 
and followed Jesus. He wanted to see himself as Jesus did, and he knew that only by 
following Jesus would he get there.   
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