
Second Sunday in Lent 
Luke 13: 31-35 

 
“How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings?” 
Luke 13:34 

Every morning Dean Robert, the Dean of Canterbury Cathedral, conducts Morning 
Prayer in the gardens of Canterbury Cathedral. The gardens house a variety of farm 
animals, including a few chickens. Occasionally, the screen goes to the mother hen in the 
yard with her baby chicks. Whenever one of the chicks becomes frightened, he runs on his 
little chicken legs back toward his mother, where she stretches out her wings and brings 
him into safety. If one of the chicks wanders too far, she will go after him and pull him back 
under her wings. 

During this time of upheaval and change Jesus holds out his arms to each of us in 
the same way. He calls us to gather under his wings where we find safety and comfort. If we 
wander too far from Him, he calls us to come back. C.S. Lewis referred to God as the 
“hound of heaven”. God is always reaching out to us and calling us home. 

Recently I took my 97-year-old mother to the doctor for her annual physical exam. 
One of the questions asked was “Have you been depressed, anxious?” Her answer was 
“No, of course not”. He said that she was one of the few of his patients who wasn’t 
depressed or anxious. During the course of many changes during her 97 years, she is an 
example of someone who has always run back to the outstretched arms of her loving 
Father. Now, approaching the end years of her life she is neither anxious nor afraid. She 
knows that the arms of the Father will always gather her home. 

In the storms of this life, and especially with the changes we are all experiencing, 
Jesus continually calls us to return to him. We are promised safety and shelter under his 
wings. We are given the promise of hope. Julien of Norwich said, “All will be well, and all 
manner of things will be very, very well.” May we follow the chicks’ example and always run 
to the arms of Christ where all will be well.  
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