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Pastoral Care Committee Seeks Volunteers 

 

The mission of the Pastoral Care Committee is to offer com-

passionate, nurturing comfort to fellow parishioners going 

through stressful times due to illness, death or emotional dis-

tress. Although it is primarily a food ministry providing 

cooked meals to anyone who is sick or recovering from medi-

cal procedures, it also leads a hand during funerals when or-

ganized meals, receptions or visitations are needed. Each 

committee serves just one month. 

 

The new Pastoral Care Committee chairmen are Debbie 

Schremser, 306-2043, and Theda Tankersley, 546-1108, and 

Elizabeth Via Brown, 399-9658, communications.  

 

The Team Captains will meet with the incoming chairmen 

Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 5:30 p.m. in Theda’s home, 3828 

Lockwood Lane.  

Anyone interested in joining — women and men — may con-

tact the chairman to volunteer. 
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September  

Ingathering for the  

Montgomery  

Humane Society 

They need: bath towels 
(new or gently used), 

Newspapers (not shred-
ded), Cleaning Supplies 

(especially bleach) 
bring your donations to 

St. John’s and we will 
deliver them for you! 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Fourteen Sunday af te r  Pentecost  

ARMOR  

September  15 ,  2019  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
113 Madison Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
334-262-1937 
Fax: 334-262-1931 
  
Rector:  
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
  

Associate Rector: 
Jamie Osborne 
 

Priest Associate 
Deonna D. Neal 
  

Staff: 
Libby Poole 
     Financial Administrator 
 
Anne Tippett 
     Assistant to the Rector 
  

Christian Formation 
Sarah Collier 
     Director of Children’s  
 Christian Formation 
 
Joleen George 
     Director of Youth Ministries 
 and Parish  
 Communications 
  

Music: 
Joel Gregory 
     Organist and Choirmaster 
  

Maintenance: 
Mike Jarrell, Superintendent 
Myron Smoke, Judson George 
   

Vestry of St. John’s: 
Bill Eskridge Sr. Warden   
Jimmy McLemore, Jr. Warden 
 
 

Class of 2020 
Dick Arrington 
Georgia Holmes 
Austin Huffaker 
Alice Longshore 
Jean Smyth 
Bob Young 
 

Class of 2021 
Virginia Banister 
Richard Bradford 
Kathryn Dailey 
Mike Jenkins 
Stephanie Norrell 
Todd Westhauser  
 
Class of 2022 
John Carter 
Will Gunter 
Katie Keller 
Mary-Nelms Parsons 
Nick Prillaman 
Radney Ramsey 
Emily Wise 
 

Treasurer 
Helen Wells 
 
Clerk of the Vestry 
Anne Tippett 

The story of David and Goliath in 1 
Samuel, Chapters 17 and 18, is a 
pretty good read. It’s a fascinating 
story of a people terrorized by an un-
just society of Philistines and their 
desperate attempts to free themselves 
from oppression. It’s also a great sto-
ry of an unexpected hero – David – 
rising up to defeat the brutal giant – 
Goliath. David is the over-matched 
underdog and the reader sides with 
him from the beginning even though 
his victory seems impossible. The 
story is a favorite of children and 
adults alike. It’s got plenty of action. 
And it’s got layers of meaning. 
 
The first layer is an oft-repeated 
theme in scripture: things impossible 
to humans are not impossible to 
God. God acts in the lives of the 
faithful to bring about victory over 
various foes. Sometimes we have to 
face overwhelming odds with things 
like a disease or a conflict or a disas-
ter. As we focus our minds on God’s 
love for us and his guiding voice, we 
find our way through. Sometimes 
just coping with the events of a nor-
mal day or dealing with an ongoing 
relationship seems virtually impossi-
ble. Yet we do the best we can and 
God provides what we cannot. We 
are brought through various strug-
gles and we look back to see that it 
wasn’t our strength alone that saved 
us. Something much bigger than us 
brought about deliverance. If we are 
paying attention, that theme is real-

ized numerous times in any given 
week. 
 
This time, as I read the story, the lit-
tle detail that draws my attention is 
the armor which David tries on. Da-
vid, an ordinary shepherd, hears of 
the reprehensible Goliath and walks 
naively into King Saul’s presence 
and volunteers for battle. Saul dis-
misses him with laughter but David 
insists he will fight the giant. Saul 
decides to let him go into battle but 
insists that he at least put on armor, 
Saul’s own armor. David tries it on 
but it’s too heavy and weighs him 
down so that he cannot move as he is 
accustomed. He sheds the armor and 
goes into battle with what he is used 
to, his sling and some rocks. Turns 
out that’s a pretty good move on his 
part. 
 
What strikes me about the armor is 
that it doesn’t belong to David. He 
tries to put on something that is not 
his, something that is not him, and it 
just doesn’t fit. Wisely, or just in-
nately, he senses he will be better off 
with his own tools, his own person, 
rather than someone else’s. 
If this story were a night-time dream 
that I woke up with, I think I would 
be sensing that God was asking me 
what sort of armor I am trying to put 
on to deal with my world. I think I 
would take it as affirmation that my 
own skill set, my own person, is ade-
quate for the struggles I will face. 
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THE LESSONS: 

Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalm 51:1-11 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10  

 

THE COLLECT: 

O God, because without 
you we are not able to 
please you, mercifully 

grant that your Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen.  

 
MINISTERS SERV-
ING THIS SUNDAY 

ORGANIST AND  

CHOIRMASTER: Joel  

Gregory 

ACOLYTES: Josie 
Stough, Anna Mitchell 
Clark, Mary Lee Kelso, An-
na Perry, Eli Jernigan, 
Ware McCollum, James 
Marshall, Jack Pritchett 

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS:  Richard  
Anderson, Leale McCall, 
Mary Nelm Parsons 

LAY EUCHARISTIC 
VISITORS: Mary Hughes 

VESTRY: 7:30 Richard 
Bradford 10:30 Kat Dailey, 
Austin Huffaker, Mike Jen-
kins, Jimmy McLemore  

ALTAR GUILD: 7:30 
Debbie Schremser, 10:30 
Stephanie Stone, Chuchk 
Moore  

PASTORAL CARE: Meri 
Moody, Emmi Harrell  

FLOWER DELIV-
ERY: Melissa Carter, Will 
Gunter, Valerie Wilkerson 

Flowers by the St. 
John's Flower Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Glenn Price, Christopher 

Marshall, Sarah Stone, Jim Thomas, Karen Jarrell, Eddie McDowell, Shirley Price, 

Florence Jordan, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill, George Wakefield, Frances Condit, 

Nan Rosa, Boyd Wise, Ann Scott Wood. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Rob Ludington, Barry Green-Burns, 

Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, Mary Linger, George West, Randy 

Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, Karen & Angelo 

Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom 

Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al 

Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Daphne Oliver, 

Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, 

Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, 

Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, 

Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman, William Hardwick Ray, Mere-

dith McLemore, Elizabeth McLemore Baker, Ernie Reddick, Jean Shackelford.  

 Please notify us when you are sick or 

hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

We all have tried, in our struggles, to be someone we aren’t in order to 
cope. The voice emerging from this story seems to be saying that each of 
us has to figure out who we are, who God has made us, and then accept 
that as adequate for our struggles. We can try putting on some great pro-
tection that we think we might need but who we are is plenty, as it is who 
God has made us to be. 
 
Many times in life I am so intent on being hard and strong to keep the ills 
of the world at bay. Of course the truth is that there is no armor strong 
enough to repel the giants we face. For David to have gone into battle 
with the armor of Saul would have had him so focused on the great dan-
ger of Goliath that he never would have been able to tap into his own 
great skills. Many of our efforts to protect ourselves empower the very 
things we are threatened by and keep us from focusing on the saving 
grace that is readily available. 
 
So the story, while it is one of pretty cool action, is also one of contem-
plative prayer and meditation. As I examine my own heart and who God 
has made me, as I center myself on who God is above the giants of the 
world, I am led through my various struggles and I know salvation. As 
long as I am trying to be strong myself, I shut myself off from the only 
true strength – the loving grace of God through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Shed your armor. Let go of the desire to be someone other than who God 
has made you. Know the love of God and your own value in God’s world. 
Deal with what is yours to deal with. And be saved by God’s grace. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. 
JOHN’S 

  

SUNDAY 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist 

8:15 am     Breakfast  
 in the Parish House 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist 

4:20 pm Children’s Choir 

9:00 pm Compline on FB 
Live 

  

MONDAY 

12 Noon   Clergy Led Bible 
 Study in the Small 
 Dining Room 

 

TUESDAY 

7:00 am Holy Eucharist 

8:10 am Morning Prayer on 
FB Live 

8:30 am Prayer Group 

  

WEDNESDAY 

11:30 am Centering Prayer 

 

THURSDAY 

 12:05 pm      Holy Unction 
and Holy Eucha-
rist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir  

  Practice 
 

St. John’s  

Faithfulness 
Required Weekly 

$35,331.16 

Received Sunday 

$28,606.50 

 

Required to Date 

$1,271,921.76 

Received to Date 

$1,176,295.49 

PANTRY~ SAVE the DATES!! 

Cooking Workshops  

It is time for cooking, fun, and fellowship in preparation for the St. John’s 
Bazaar on November 20.  We will be making delicious food to sell in the 
Pantry and need lots of help, so mark your calendars for the cooking 
workshops now!  Workshops begin at 10:00 a.m. 

September-  

Tuesday, September 17 — TBD 

Thursday, September 19 — Beef Casserole  

 

Questions?  Please email Betsy Cannon at bcannon66@yahoo.com. 

Look for more specific information in the coming weeks. We look for-
ward to seeing you for a “cooking good time “! 

Spiritual Direction 

St. John’s offers Spiritual Direction to anyone who wishes to deepen their experience 
and understanding of God, themselves, and others. The director works with a trained 

Spiritual Director to deepen their spirituality and to open their hearts and ears to  

guidance from the Holy Spirit. If you are interested in entering into Spiritual Direction 
contact Betty Beale, a certified Spiritual Director, at ebeale@aum.edu or  

call 334-328-0748.  

The Flowers on the Altar this Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of:  

Kate Steiner Baldwin 

Morris Baldwin 

Morris Baldwin, Jr. 

Ben Baldwin 

Elizabeth (Betty) Baldwin 

Kitty Baldwin Weese 

May Baldwin Holbrook 

Isabelle Dunn Hill 

John Avon Buzard 

Marie Ambrose Buzard 

~St. John’s — A Look Ahead~ 

 

After meeting with Sarah Sartain, our Clergy Transition Officer, the 

Self-Study Committee is now in the beginning stages of creating a 

St. John’s parish profile.  Our first step is to design a survey, which 

will be available to all members by October 1 in printed and elec-

tronic forms.  We will need your help to make this a success, so 

please stay tuned for future updates.   

 

There will be many opportunities for everyone to contribute and 

we welcome your many valuable thoughts.  Please see any commit-

tee member with questions.  Betsy Cannon, Chairperson 

(bcannon66@yahoo.com), Jim Bennett, Melissa Carter, Cissy John-

son, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, and Catherine McLemore 

THE HYMNS: 

Hymn 448 “O Love, how 
deep, how broad, how 
high”  

Hymn 646 “The King of 
Love My Shepherd Is” 
Hymn 410 “Praise, my 
soul, the King of heaven” 

mailto:ebeale@aum.edu

