
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Note to Guests and Newcomers to the Episcopal Church 

Welcome!  We are glad you have chosen to worship at St. John’s today.   

In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion from the Lord’s 

Table.  If you have not been baptized and would like to learn more about this sacrament, please contact 

one of the clergy.  Those who wish not to receive Holy Communion may come to the altar rail, fold their 

arms across their chests, and receive a blessing from the priest.  Guests are expected and welcome! For 

your convenience, we offer Nursery Care for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is located in 

the adjacent education building, and at the end of the hall on your left.  Also, children’s activity bags are 

available in the back of the church. 
  

 

Opening Voluntaries                            Andante in F Felix Mendelssohn 

    
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Entrance Hymn 477 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine ENGELBERG 

 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Opening Canticle, Gloria in excelsis - Hymnal, S 280 Sung by all.  

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 

world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 

now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 

endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson:  Jeremiah 11:18-20 

It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 

then you showed me their evil deeds. 

But I was like a gentle lamb 

led to the slaughter. 

And I did not know it was against me 

that they devised schemes, saying, 

"Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

let us cut him off from the land of the living,  

so that his name will no longer be remembered!" 

But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 

who try the heart and the mind, 

let me see your retribution upon them, 

for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

Please remain seated.  The Psalm will be said responsively by whole verse. 

Psalm 54 

1 Save me, O God, by your Name; * 

in your might, defend my cause. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God; * 

give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3 For the arrogant have risen up against me, 

and the ruthless have sought my life, * 

those who have no regard for God. 

4 Behold, God is my helper; * 

it is the Lord who sustains my life. 

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; * 

in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice * 

and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good. 

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, * 

and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 

 

The Epistle: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in 

your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down 

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from 

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 

for those who make peace. 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 

your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you 

commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes 

and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, 

because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near 

to God, and he will draw near to you. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. During the hymn, children are invited to process to the children's chapel. 

 

Sequence Hymn 635 If thou but trust in God to guide thee       WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT                     

 

  



 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 9:30-37 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he 

was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 

hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they 

did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 

you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 

one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child 

and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the 

one who sent me.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. John P. Leach 

 

All stand, saying together: 

 

The Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 



 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The people kneel as they are able.  The Leader and People pray responsively. 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons; we pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Michael our presiding bishop; Glenda our Bishop, and John and Deonna our clergy.   

That they  may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; We pray especially 

for Joseph, our President; Kay, our Governor; and Stephen, our Mayor. 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We pray for all those on our parish prayer list, ____________.  

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

We pray for all those who have died and for all those in whose memory the altar flowers have 

been given, _____________. Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to shae in your heavenly kingdom. 



 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  We pray especially for all those serving in the 

armed forces, especially Jonathan Joyner, Jack Durkee, Ben Klein, and Curtis Buzard.  We pray 

for our companion parish of Espiritu Santo, in Tela, Honduras.  We pray for all first responders 

and all healthcare personnel. 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant will add a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 

 

Most merciful God,  

We confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

All stand. 

 

The Peace  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Ministers and the People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Celebrant will say an offertory sentence.  Please sit while the altar is being prepared 
 

  



 

The Holy Communion 

As the gifts are being brought forward, please stand to sing: 

 

Doxology (Hymn 400 v.7)              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
                         

Let all things their creator bless, and worship him in humbleness, O Praise him, Alleluia! 

Praise God the Father, praise the Son, and praise the spirit, Three in One: 

O Praise him, O Praise him, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A) 

 

The People stand. 
 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; for you are the source of 

light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

 
The people kneel. 



 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 

you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.  



 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

All sing this fraction anthem together 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

After communion, the service may include the following lay eucharistic commission. 

Clergy:  We send you out to take communion to those who cannot be with us this day. 

People:  May you carry our prayers as you share this sacrament of Christ’s presence. 

After the lay eucharistic visitors depart the Celebrant continues and the people pray together 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 

his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Please stand for the retiring procession 

 

Hymn 376 Joyful, joyful we adore thee HYMN TO JOY 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude        If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee Johann Ludwig Krebs                        



 

Today’s Servers 

Acolytes: Mary Lee Kelso, Robert Huffaker, Lawton McCollum, JM Longshore, Samuel Collier 

Lector and Intercessor:  Reg McLane and Joleen George 

Eucharistic Ministers: Virginia Banister and Maria Pacheco 

Ushers: Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Cam Hughes, Cissy Johnson, Will Gunter 

Altar Guild: Melissa Carter 

Flower Delivery Team: Melissa Carter, Will Gunter, Valerie Wilkerson 
Videographer: Sam Collier   

Instrumentalists: Alexei Romanenko, cello 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers given in memory of: Mary Caroline Bowling Babb, Louise Head Babb and Joseph 

Bynum Babb, Mary Rob Anderson Bowling and Umphrey Hails Bowling Sr., Umphrey Hails Bowling, 

Jr., Joseph Cicero Sorrells, Sr. 

 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners:  Elizabeth Via Brown, Mark Chappell, 

Martha Fitzpatrick, Karen Jarrell, Albert Killingsworth, Elizabeth Killingsworth, Leslie Little, 

Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, Marilyn Pickett, Shirley Price, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson. 

 

Prayers are also requested for these friends: Joe Carter, David, Arthur Femenella, Sr., Frank, Lisa 

Gendron, Steve Harding, Hayden Herring, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, James 

Paine, Lavada Person. 

 

We pray for one who has died, Charles Hervey Douglass, Jr. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord, and 

let light perpetual shine upon him. 

 

We celebrate the marriage of Julia Hayden Moss and Charles Bowling Babb this past Saturday. 

 

We are happy to welcome those who are new members of our Parish, Richard McCrory and 

David Jenkins 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care. 

The prayer list will be updated monthly, please notify us if names need to remain longer. 

 

  



 

Announcements 

 

 

Adult Christian Education Has Started! 

Monday Bible Study at 11,00am in Small Dining Room:  All are welcome. 

Wednesday Nights 6.00pm to 7.30pm:  “Ancient Faiths in Modern Context” led by the Rev. Dr.  

Deonna Neal on Judaism, Christian Orthodoxy, and Islam.  Classes on Sept 15, 22, and 

29 are via Zoom.  A series of talks by guest speakers from each faith tradition will take 

place in Parish Hall on October, 6, 13, and 20.  Contact Deonna for the Zoom link. 

Sundays at 9.15am in Parish Hall: Rector’s Forum Sept 19th: History of St. John’s Windows I 

Sundays at 9.15am in Library:  Young Adult Book Group Discussion on Rachel Held Evans’  

 Searching for Sundays : Loving, Leaving and Finding the Church  

led by Nick and Alice Prillaman in the Loft. 

 

Festival of Lessons & Carols at Sewanee:  St. John’s is organizing a trip to Sewanee for the 

service of Lessons & Carols at 4pm on Dec. 4th.  This will include tickets for the event, 

transportation, hotel and food.  Please email Anne Tippett at anne@stjohnsmontgomery.org by 

Sept. 22nd to reserve your spot. 

 

Blessing of the Animals on Oct. 3rd at 5pm:  All pets and their owners are invited to join in 

this popular service held in the labyrinth.  All animals must be crated or on a leash.  We will also 

have a food truck here called WhoHungry! 

 

The Light Campaign:  We had a great start to the Light Campaign to raise money for our 

stained glass window repair.  If you have not pledged to the campaign, please consider giving 

soon.  Pledge cards are in the mail, and also available at church.  There will be three campaign 

gatherings to celebrate, socialize and learn more about the project:  Sept. 22 at 6pm, Sept. 26 at 

11:30am and Oct. 17 at 5pm.  Please join us for one of those meetings. 

 

Pantry Cooking has Begun:  Cooking for the Bazaar pantry has started.  Cooking is every 

Tuesday and Thursday at 10am.  Pantry Chair Betsy Cannon would love to have anyone come 

join the cooking team, you don’t even need your own apron! 

 

Weekday Service Schedule: 

Mondays 8.10am Morning Prayer (Facebook Live) 

Tuesday: 7.00am  Holy Eucharist in Chapel 

Tuesdays:  9.00pm  Compline (Facebook Live) 

Wednesdays: 8.10am Morning Prayer (Facebook Live) 

Thursday: 12.05pm Healing Eucharist in Chapel 

Thursdays:  9.00pm  Compline (Facebook Live) 

Sundays:  7.00pm  Family Story Time (Facebook Live) 

 

 

  



 

 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
  

The Right Reverend Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama 

The Reverend John P. Leach, Rector 

The Reverend Dr. Deonna D. Neal, Associate Rector 

Joel Gregory, Organist & Choirmaster 

Sarah Collier, Director of Children’s Christian Formation 

Joleen George, Director of Youth Ministries  

Victoria Krupa, Parish Administrator 

Heather Herring, Financial Administrator  

Anne Tippett, Assistant to the Rector 

Mike Jarrell, Maintenance Superintendent 

Myron Smoke, Maintenance Staff 

  

Vestry and Officers 

Radney Ramsey, Senior Warden 

Will Hill Tankersley, Jr., Junior Warden 

Richard Bradford, Treasurer 

Phillip Brown, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Class of 2021:  

John Carter, Will Gunter, Katie Keller, Mary-Nelms Parsons, Nick Prillaman, Emily Wise 
   

Class of 2022:  

Betsy Cannon, Cissy Johnson, Brice Johnston, J.R. Marshall, Scott Mitchell, Dudley Perry, Jr. 
   

Class of 2023:  

Kathleen Bradford, Ellen Habermacher, William Haynes, Cam Hughes, Michelle Shaw,  

Wyatt Wells 
 

113 Madison Ave., Montgomery, AL  36104 

334-262-1937 

www.stjohnsmontgomery.org 
 

Text to Give:  You now have an additional way to give at St. John’s.  Whether it’s a pledge payment, a memorial, 

or any other type of payment, you can text “stjohnsmgm” to 833-251-1449. 

http://www.stjohnsmontgomery.org/

