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“Have you not known, have you not heard
those who wait for the Lord shall mount
up with wings like eagles.”
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IT’S WEEK
Recently at a meeting of rectors of old downtown
churches, a newer colleague was sharing some of
the challenges of his new position. Referring to my
longer tenure, he said, “I can’t wait to get to that
nice, secure place with my parish like Robert has.” I
replied, “Hey, it’s week to week for me too.”
When things are challenging in life, we tend to look
around and wish we were in a more secure environment. Sometimes life feels so very tenuous. We
may feel that our employment, our health, one of
our relationships, is hanging by a thread. That produces a good bit of anxiety and fear. We keep looking over our shoulder waiting for something or
someone to come crashing down on us. We wonder
just how long we can go on with that pressure
building. Everything feels pretty temporary at times
like that. Our perspective becomes limited in those
pressured times as we imagine things falling apart
at any moment.

TO

WEEK

curity is an illusion. There’s really no such thing.
There isn’t that magical little place where everything is guaranteed to go well.
The gospel of Jesus Christ doesn’t offer security. It
accepts the fickle nature of earthly living, the great
pains and the great joys, and offers us the great
hope of a larger perspective. Life will be both hard
and easy, painful and joyous, tough and comfortable. While we tend to settle for setting our sights on
security, Christ asks for faith and trust. We can’t
count on tomorrow being as good as today is. And
that is good. It forces us to look deeper, for something more substantial. As we realize that security
isn’t much of a god, we find the God of grace
whose eternal nature sustains us. That grace upholds us when life is horrible. That grace inspires us
when things are joyous and reminds us to attach
ourselves only to the giver of the gifts, not merely
the gifts themselves.
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When things are going more peacefully, we typically feel more secure. When you’ve got enough money, your health is good, your spouse and children
and parents are all doing well, your golf game is
good, and everything at work is flowing nicely, life
seems pretty permanent. Then, if something does go
wrong, we may even feel insulted or put upon. That
little fortress of comfort is easy to get used to. We
somehow come to assume that challenges or problems should not occur.
Our perspective is limited in fragile times. We give
more power to the struggles than they deserve and
we discount grace. But our perspective may be even
more limited in times of comfort. We discount
grace then too and seem to assume peace and comfort is the way life is supposed to be all the time,
what we somehow deserve and should always have.
With both approaches, we look at security as that
thing in life that we need above all. When we don’t
have it, we want it. When we have it, we expect it
to continue.
It’s a mistake to assume that tomorrow is going to
be like today but we tend to suffer from that limited
perspective. If today is painful and horrible, it’s
hard for us to see that tomorrow may just be a lot
better. And if today is easy and comfortable, we’re
going to take it pretty personally if tomorrow is
hard. Security is more important to us than it should
be. We expect more from it than it can deliver. Se-

The Christian faith isn’t a tool we manipulate to
make life easier. The Christian faith is a walk we
accept, a way we commit to follow, a journey we
take. Everything is week to week, day to day, hour
to hour. And as we accept that we find the eternal
love of God giving meaning to the pain and the joy.
Enjoy today, if it is enjoyable, but don’t fall into
thinking you’re entitled to it. You are not the center
of the universe but the God who is dwells among
us. Look past the highs and lows to the great love of
Christ. That is really the only thing guaranteed to us
in this life.
Yours faithfully,
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr.
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THE LESSONS:

WISDOM OF SOLOMON 1:16-2:1, 12-22
Psalm 54
JAMES 3:13-4:4, 7-8A
MARK 9:30-37

THE COLLECT:

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly
things, but to love things heavenly;
and even now, while we are placed
among things that are passing away,
to cleave to those that shall abide;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
The Flowers on the Altar this
Sunday are to the glory of God
and in memory of:
George Edward von Gal
Suzanne Bellingrath von Gal
MINISTERS SERVING THIS
SUNDAY
ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER:
Joel Gregory
ACOLYTES: E. Screws, A. T. Fitzpatrick, L. Bradford, A. Perry, M. Lee, A.
Lee, E. Jernigan, W. McCollum
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C.
Moore, S. Spratling, K. Miller, M.
Clark
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS: K.
Dailey, B. Beale
VESTRY: 7:30 A. Huffaker
10:30 J. Marshall, D. Perry, G.
Holmes, K. Dailey
ALTAR GUILD: D. Schremser, J.
Drummond
PASTORAL CARE: E. Harrell, M.
Moody, N. Bradford
FLOWER DELIVERY: J. Drummond, V. Lee, V. Wilkerson
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower
Guild

Farewell Reception for Candice and Steve Frazer
Congratulations to Candice Frazer as she has accepted the call to be Rector of the Church of
the Ascension and congratulations to our sister parish for such a great decision! We are
grateful for all Candice has done for St. John’s the past five years and for all that Steve has
added to our parish. Their last Sunday with us will be September 30 and we will have a reception for them that day after the 10:30 Eucharist. If you would like to participate in a financial gift to the Frazers please make your check payable to St. John’s and mark it for the
Frazers. We also pray for a smooth transition for the Frazers and Ascension.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES
SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 17
Eucharist at 5:30, Supper at 6:00, Classes at 6:30
The Ethics of War - A Class for Adults—Led by Deonna Neal, meeting in the Parish Hall
Harry Potter and the Gospel - A Class for Children—Led by Sarah Collier, meeting in the Education
Building

Stewardship Meetings

Each parishioner is requested to attend one 30 minute meeting to pick up pledge packets and hear a
presentation by the Rector, Wardens, and Treasurer on the Vestry’s vision for 2019 and our need for
improved financial stewardship of our gifts from God. Those meetings will be in the Nave and are
scheduled as follows:

Sunday, October 7, at noon
Sunday, October 14, at noon
Sunday, October 21, at noon

Those unable to attend will be called on by canvassers. Pledge cards are due on November 4.
St. John’s encourages tithing, the giving of 10% of our financial resources to God’s work in the world
through the Church, because we know that giving is integral to spiritual growth. The Rector tithes and
each member of the Vestry is either tithing or working toward that goal. Please identify for yourself
the percentage of your resources that you will give and develop a plan to become a tither.

September Ingathering
For the Montgomery Humane Society
We will be collecting new or used standard sized
bath towels and wash clothes.

August Ingathering
of copy paper on its way
to BTW!
JOY

AND

CONCERN

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Tammie Urman, Florence Jordan,
Christopher Marshall, Sunshine Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce,
George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill.
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Ed Sellers, Tom Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie
Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer
Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Earnest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn
Damato, Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitchell, Margaret
Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts, Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin,
Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha
Kloberg, Andy Silverman.
Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
SUNDAY, Sept 23
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist
8:15 am
Breakfast in the
Parish House
9:15 am
Christian Formation
for all ages
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
5:00 pm
Children’s Choir
5:00 pm
Junior EYC
6:00 pm
EYC Eats
6:30 pm
Senior EYC
MONDAY, Sept 24
12 Noon
Clergy Led Bible Study
in the Small Dining Room
6:00 pm
Men’s Group in
the Library

PANTRY

Join us in the kitchen for the second week of Pantry prep! If you thought week one was
fun, you’re going to love week two! Workshops begin at 10:00 a.m. in the St. John's kitchen.
Tuesday, September 25 - Chicken Tetrazzini
Thursday, September 27 - Spaghetti Bake
Email Betsy Cannon with questions at bcannon66@yahoo.com Contact Virginia Banister to volunteer.

Silent Auction Gifts and Donations-The Silent Auction needs valuable gifts that
will inspire competitive bidding. This would include antiques, artwork, silver flatware,
serving pieces and hollowware. In addition, estate jewelry, a stay at your vacation home,
Yeti coolers, or donating your professional talents such as cooking for a dinner party or a
decorating consultation or any other valued service. Chair: Katharine Harris ( 315-1230)
or katharineharris@knology.net. Contact Virginia Banister to volunteer.

TUESDAY, Sept 25
7:00 am
Holy Eucharist
8:30 am
Prayer Group
WEDNESDAY, Sept 26
11:30 am
Centering Prayer
3:30 pm
Coffice @ Café Louisa
5:30 pm
Holy Eucharist
6:00 pm
Supper
6:30 pm
Wed. Night Series
THURSDAY, Sept 27
12:05 pm
Holy Unction and Holy
Eucharist
6:00 pm
Adult Choir Practice

Treasure Attic Instead of a yard sale, bring your pre-loved items such as giftware, China, glassware, linens, picture frames, lamps, small furniture, costume jewelry, or other
items in good clean condition. Your Trash is surely someone else's treasure. Please bring
your donations to the stairwell across from the elevator in the Sunday School building.
Chair: Kecia Kelso, 334-612-7397. Contact Virginia Banister to volunteer.

HANDMADE ARTS AND CRAFTS

Do you paint, sew, knit or make hand crafted items? The Handmade Arts and Crafts room
needs items created by our talented St. John's members and friends. We also welcome any
ideas for handcrafted articles that would be good sellers at the Bazaar. You're welcome to
join us on Mondays from 9 to 12 in the crafting room on the third floor of the education
building. Chairs: Katie Keller (kkeller2009@charter.net) and Jean Smyth
(je@smyth3.com).

Can you sew a straight line on a sewing machine and have time to volunteer?

The Arts & Crafts group would love to hear from you. We are in the process of making
simple patterned purses to sell at bazaar. The patterns are cut but we need you to help sew
them together. Contact Katie Keller (kkeller2009@charter.net) or Jean Smyth (je@smyth3.com).

Events Around the Corner
Wednesday Night Fall Series begins-September 26

Highland Consort – Choral and Instrumental Program – September 27 at 7:30 pm
Blessing of the Animals – October 7 at 5:00 pm
Heavenly Hosts —October 9 at the home of Elizabeth & Phillip Brown
3314 Allendale Place 6:30 pm
Trunk or Treat! —October 24
Remember Tuesdays—Morning Prayer at 8:10 am on Facebook Live

St. John’s Faithfulness
Required Weekly
$36,066.80
Received Sunday
$31,635.85
Required to Date
$1,334,471.60
Received to Date
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$113,400
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The American Guild of Organists is bringing

Highland Consort
to St. John’s at 7:30pm on September 27
for a program of choral music.
Highland Consort is based in Birmingham, at Cathedral Church
of the Advent, and was founded by its director Frederick Teardo in
2014. The ensemble is formed of professional singers and instrumentalists from throughout the Southeast. The ensemble promotes
music of the Tudor and Renaissance periods. A Reception will
follow in the Parrish Hall.

