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T h e  E a g l e  

Squirrels and Sin 
 
I am in a battle with squirrels. Specifically, the squirrels in my backyard who, in the last two weeks, have 
drained my already limited reservoir of patience. They have become exceedingly greedy and appear to 
flaunt their talents at the brilliantly marketed, yet completely ineffective squirrel-proof feeders. Even Bud-
dy, our part-coon hound part bird dog, has tired of chasing the squirrels. However, Poppy and I remain in 
the fight. She does not hesitate to go into the backyard and yell at the squirrels, “Get out of here, you squir-
rels.” I appreciate her commitment to the effort.  

 

My efforts to eradicate or, at least discourage the squirrels, have intensified. As I do not desire a visit from 
the Alabama Department of Game and Fish, I’ll trust your imagination on the new strategy. The flaw in 
this plan is my inability to “make contact” with the squirrels at a distance. Mostly because they are now 
keen to the plan and are acutely listening for my pending presence prepared to scurry away.  

The word sin comes from an archery term meaning “to miss the mark.” The squirrels, I suspect, are grate-
ful for my sinfulness.  

 

Episcopal priest and author Barbara Brown Taylor writes, “It is easier (and less painful) for us to rely on 
God’s forgiveness of our sins that it is to believe that God might support us if we quit them.”   When we 
hear passage of the Bible which describe the law and the commandments as the means by which we stay in 
right relationship with God and one another, we also hear passages that describe the grace of God’s for-
giveness. Judgment and salvation, sin and grace, death and new life are always companions in the Biblical 
testimony.   
 
Taylor’s point is that indeed God forgives, but we cheat ourselves of real transformation if we fail to repent, 
to change directions, to quit the sin. I am going to have to find a better way to deal with the squirrels be-
cause what I am doing is not working. In the same way, there are many aspects of my life, and perhaps 
yours, in which a true change in behavior, attitude and approach will produce more effective results and a 
life more resembling the image of God.  

 

John Bercow, the recently retired Speaker of Parliament, once quipped to a colleague during a debate in 
the House of Commons, “The Right Honourable Gentleman is suffering from the notable disadvantage of 
being completely wrong.”  Not only is that a masterful turn of phrase, but such wit describes most of us at 
one time or another. As human beings, we suffer from the notable disadvantage of being wrong. Yet, as 
God holds us to account, God also does so with compassion and forgiveness. God will reveal to us in our 
repentance a new way, a new approach, a new understanding and a new beginning. Taylor writes, “Grace is 
also the mysterious strength God lends to human beings who commit themselves to the work of transfor-
mation.”  
 
I pray for that mysterious strength, and I believe in God’s power to transform our lives. That is our Chris-
tian hope. That is also bad news for the squirrels.  

 

Peace, 

John+ 

 
i Speaking of Sin, Barbara Brown Taylor, p. 5 
ii Ibid, p. 85  
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Kick Off Sunday Events—Sunday, September 12 

 

We can’t wait to see everyone for Kick Off Sunday in less than two weeks! Please see all of the exciting 
activities that will be taking place at St. John’s that day: 

• 9:15 am The Light Capital Campaign Launch—Parish Hall 

We will enjoy a Commissioning Service performed by John and the Bishop for our gift workers, 
breakfast and festivities to officially kick off our campaign to restore our stained-glass windows, re-
pair our organ and install new gutters. This is an event you do not want to miss as we will unveil excit-
ing new details about the campaign and projects! 

• 9:15 am Children’s Sunday School Begins 

Children’s Sunday School classes will begin on Kick Off Sunday. If you still need to 
register or have any questions, please contact Sarah (sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org) 

• 10:30 am Confirmation 

Bishop Glenda will also celebrate the Confirmation of Lauren Simpson, Carrie Shaw, 
Nancy Bradford and William Marks.  

• Confirmation Reception and Celebration 

After the 10:30 service we will have hot dogs and cake in the Parish Hall to celebrate 
those who received their Confirmation. We will also have Kona Ice Cone truck here and water slides for the kids!  

 

Pantry Cooking Dates 

 

This week’s cooking dates: 

• Tuesday, Sept. 7—Spinach and Artichoke Casserole 

• Thursday, Sept. 9—Chicken and Wild Rice Casserole 

Bring your apron and wear comfortable shoes and meet  in the kitchen. We will start pre-
paring recipes for the pantry at 10:00 am! Contact Betsy Cannon 
(bcannon66@yahoo.com) or Josie Eskridge (jheskridge@gmail.com) for any questions. 

COVID Update—August 30, 2021 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
First and foremost, please know that each decision we make regarding COVID protocols is informed by advice from 
members of the local health care community and in the context of directions given to us by the Bishop of Alabama. 
With that, I encourage you to pray for all those in health care who are dealing with stress, anxiety, exhaustion and 
grief.  
 
Secondly, while St. John's has not been the direct source of any transmission of the virus, the numbers of members 
who have recently tested positive for COVID have increased dramatically. Given this dynamic, I am asking that all of 
us wear masks when we are at St. John's for worship and for small group gatherings.  
 
As a Christian community we share the responsibility of practicing compassion and care for one another. Right now, 
wearing masks is the best way we can love one another and be faithful to the well being of all.  
I appreciate all you do to support St. John's.  
 
Peace, 
John+  

Church Office Closed 

 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, September 6 for Labor Day/ 
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Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Elizabeth Via Brown, Mark Chappell, Karen Jar-

rell, Albert Killingsworth, Elizabeth Killingsworth, Leslie Little, Christopher Marshall, Eddie McDowell, 

Marilyn Pickett, Sarah Stone, Fred Tyson. 

  
Prayers are also requested for these friends: Joe Carter, David, Vaughan Dozier, Frank, Lisa Gendron, Ste-
ve Harding, Hayden Herring, Richard Norris, Karen and Angelo Pacheco, James Paine, Lavada Person, 
Debbie Steindorff. 

 

We give thanks for the birth of Conrad Fearon Wise, son of Cole and Emily Wise. 

 

We pray for one who has died, Tranum Fitzpatrick. Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light per-
petual shine upon him. 

 

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

THE LESSONS: Isaiah 35: 4-7a, Psalm 146, James 2: 1-10, [11-13], 14-17, Mark 7: 24-37 
 

THE COLLECT: 
 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mer-
cy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  

SUNDAY, September 5 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 am The Light Capital Campaign Launch 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II  

11:30 am Confirmation Reception 

 

MONDAY, September 6 

Labor Day—Office Closed 

 

TUESDAY, September 7 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

10:00 am Pantry Cooking 

10:30 am Backpack Meeting 

WEDNESDAY, September 8 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

 

THURSDAY, September 9 

8:10 am  Facebook Live Morning Prayer 

10:00 am Pantry Cooking 

12:05 pm Holy Eucharist in Chapel 

1:30 pm Archives Committee 

5:30 pm Instrumentalist Rehearsal 

This Week At St. John’s 

Joy and Concern 

Altar Flower Memorial 

The Altar Flowers this week are given in memory of: Turner Christian Cameron, Jr.   


