
Third Sunday in Lent 
Luke 13: 1-9 

 
Early in life, one is taught that bad behavior has unpleasant consequences.  Sin 

leads to suffering. There is punishment for bad behavior. “Say that again and I'll wash your 
mouth with soap!” One also learns that there are rewards for good behavior. “Eat your peas 
and you can have dessert.”   

So it is not surprising that most of us have a notion that if we are good, we will go to 
heaven and if we are bad, we will go to [the “other place”]. Our rudimentary religious 
education supports the notion that good people go to heaven. God loves us, and God is 
looking out for us. “God won't let bad things happen to you – if you're good.” 

We see some reinforcement of those ideas in the psalms. For example: "The LORD 
is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads 
me beside still waters. He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his 
Name's sake. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me." [Ps. 23] 

But, “It is not so with the wicked, they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the 
council of the righteous. For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked is doomed. [Ps. 1:4-6] 

It should come as no surprise, therefore, that we struggle with the idea that “bad 
things happen to good people.” We also struggle with the idea that bad people do evil things 
and seem to “get away with it.” 

Some people told Jesus about Galileans who had been slaughtered by some of 
Pilate's troops. He told the people that those Galileans were no worse sinners than other 
Galileans. Jesus mentioned that 18 people were killed when the Tower of Siloam fell on 
them.  But those 18 were no worse sinners than others living in Jerusalem. Jesus implies 
that these were examples of bad things happening to (perhaps) good people. 

But Jesus does not say those killed were without sin – only that they were not 
notorious sinners. His listeners are warned, though, that they will suffer similar deaths if 
they do not repent of their sins. We should assume Jesus refers to eternal death – death 
without the promise of resurrection. 

The parable of the barren fig tree can be interpreted as a suggestion that the listener 
has some time – another chance, just as the fig tree did.   

Each of us will die and face judgment by the Almighty. We are called, therefore, to 
repent of our sin and to accept the love of our God as witnessed by the incarnation, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We cannot become perfect; nor can we be without sin. But 
if we repent of our sin and believe the message of Jesus Christ, we are saved even after a 
bad thing has happened to us. 
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