
Thursday, April 7th  
Jon 8: 51-59 

 
Today’s gospel reading is from John 8:51-58.  (v51) Verily, verily, (truly, truly) I say 

unto you, if a man keep my saying (word), he shall never see death.  This is not a 
guarantee of escape from mortality but everlasting life.  We read in Ecclesiastes 3:2 there is 
a time to be born and a time to die. Death is a human condition and Jesus lives beyond the 
circle of death.    

(v52) Then said the Jews unto him, now we know that thou has a devil.  Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, if a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death.  (v53) Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead?  And the prophets 
are dead: whom makes thou thyself?   (v54) Jesus answered, if I honor myself, my honor is 
nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: (v55) yet 
ye have not known him, but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar 
like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. (v56) Your father Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. (v57) Then said the Jews unto him Thou are not 
yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?  (v58) Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. (v59) Then took they up stones to cast at him: 
but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by.   

We quickly realize in the presiding scriptures that the Pharisees could not receive 
these words, and they hadn't the openness to learn.  Their relentless questioning 
underscores the difference between the way of Jesus and the way of the authorities. But 
instead of being open Jesus' arguments provoked his enemies even further.  It is the 
awareness of being the Son of God which was flowing through the words and deeds of 
Jesus.  But the Pharisees failed to communicate with Jesus and took up stones to cast at 
him.  

So, I leave you with this thought when we make our truth our reality, we close 
ourselves off to the possibilities of discovering the truth.  I don't need to try to make sense of 
these things.  Instead, I simply accept in faith the incredible mystery of Jesus. 
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