
Thursday, March 17th  
Luke 16: 19-31 

 
Luke’s Gospel contains several parables; some are easy to understand while others 

are a bit more challenging. Nevertheless, Jesus’s intent is to lay bare the true nature of the 
characters in the stories by revealing the motives in their hearts. Likewise, Jesus wants us 
to examine our own hearts to understand the true motives for what we think and do.  

Chapter 15 of Luke begins with the Pharisees criticizing Jesus for spending too 
much time with sinners. Jesus responds to them with four parables: the parable of the lost 
sheep, the parable of the lost coin, the parable of the prodigal son, and the parable of the 
shrewd manager. According to Luke, the Pharisees who loved money, heard these stories 
and sneered at Jesus. This set the stage for today’s passage about the rich man and 
Lazarus (not the same Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the dead).  

The main point of the story is that the rich man and Lazarus encounter a role 
reversal after they both pass away. The rich man, who had great possessions on earth and 
ignored poor Lazarus, now finds himself in Hades. Whereas, Lazarus now enjoys the 
abundance of heaven in the bosom of father Abraham. When the rich man realizes that he 
cannot escape Hades, he asks father Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his five living 
brothers of their similar fate.  

Abraham denies the rich man’s request. He explains that if your brothers haven’t 
listened to Moses and the Prophets, they are unlikely to be convinced by a resurrected 
Lazarus. Jesus lays bare the rich brothers’ hearts that are committed to disobey like their 
brother. They will find ways to justify their rebelliousness no matter the messenger.  

This brings us to our own self-examination. It is critical that we act on the truth we 
know. We should ask ourselves the following questions. What scriptural teachings do we 
excuse ourselves from taking seriously? Do we justify our own ways to be and live in the 
world? Sin pushes us to disobey God’s ways. So, we pray to Lord Jesus for help in 
understanding our wavering hearts while asking for guidance on the true way home through 
him. 
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