
Thursday, March 24th  
Luke 11: 14-23 

 
Jesus could have chosen to ignore his doubters. He had already overcome 

countless challenges to his identity and purpose and had just received intense scrutiny and 
resistance from leaders with direct knowledge of his transformative feats. This passage 
details how He continues to straighten the twisted logic of dissenters but it highlights the 
grave dangers of such disbelief even more. Those in attendance had the luxury of 
witnessing miracles, and were aware of additional compelling evidence, yet they chose to 
contest it. Jesus delivers a grim and decisive response to these requests. In essence, he 
warns that hardheartedness and the enduring skepticism of intractable minds by those who 
deny His testimony will produce disastrous results. 

Similarly intractable patterns of behavior with varying levels of repercussions are 
evident throughout history. Books are filled with examples of likeminded people, afforded 
knowledge and options, who regularly chose reluctance and distrust that yielded sad and 
avoidable ends. Leaders and vocal dissenters have been known to unreasonably demand 
more data, expect exceptions and extra time, and doggedly resist inconvenience despite 
risks (known and unknown) to themselves and others. Some educated and experienced 
individuals have attempted to remain “neutral” or failed to fully consider outcomes out of 
their control and choose not to assess them. It is hubris to exercise these approaches in the 
face of growing threats and assume repercussions can be managed. Lessons surrounding 
accountability in Luke 11:14-23 are especially relevant given ongoing complexities of the 
pandemic. Parallels or comparisons may be too much of a leap but this lesson has given 
me unexpected perspective. My reflex is to harshly condemn those who repeatedly refuted 
Jesus in this Gospel lesson. Given “our” current ability to seek and bear witness, with 
extraordinary access to education and diverse, real time source information and the means 
to easily engage with a wide array of people - I can become mired in frustration with the 
immense unnecessary suffering and death that has transpired during the pandemic. 
Through Lent, I’m going to strive to keep an open mind, teachable heart and focus on 
constructive action amidst the ongoing crises.  

When God chooses to reveal Himself in our lives, it seems impossible to fully absorb 
His teachings if we don’t strive for greater sensitivity and action. So, practicing greater 
discernment in these areas during Lent makes sense. Insecurities and fears are easily 
sheltered when we become isolated or complacent. Jesus conveyed a sense of urgency in 
this lesson that bears revisiting. The community we build at St. John’s can play a vital 
supporting role through all types of transitions. It has been moving to witness humility, 
perseverance and grace in the face of so many struggles since Lent of last year! Whatever 
you choose to focus on this season, it may be an especially poignant and pressing time to 
do so. 
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