
Thursday, March 31st  
John 5: 30-47 

  
“I can do nothing on my own authority; as I hear, I judge; and my judgement is just, 

because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.” 
Lent is the season of introspection and of getting our spiritual houses in order. It is a 

time to re-examine our beliefs and how firm a foundation they are based on. Do we truly 
believe in what we read in God’s word or do we choose to trust our own understanding, and 
how well are we living up to what we believe to be God’s will for us?  

Today’s reading provides a litany of challenges Jesus faced as he tried to convince 
the Pharisees that he was acting on God’s authority, even when his actions went against 
the many laws the Jews clung to. Even though Jesus had just healed a cripple, the 
Pharisees could not see past the fact that He had done it on the Sabbath, thus breaking the 
law. The Pharisees were not spiritually mature enough to recognize that the Messiah, the 
King they had hoped for, was speaking directly to them.  For the Pharisees, everything was 
about the “The Law.” They had no spiritual discernment and could not contemplate any 
action or testimony that did not fit directly within their laws. 

Jesus expressed to the Pharisees that they had no image of the true God. “His voice 
you have never heard, his form you have never seen; and you do not have his word abiding 
in you, for you do not believe him whom he has sent. (vs. 37-38). “You search the 
Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life, and it is they that bear 
witness to me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.” (vs.39-40). “I do not 
receive glory from men. But I know that you have not the love of God within you. I have 
come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me.” (vs. 43) 
            Today, do we hear His voice? Does His word abide in us? Do we search the 
Scriptures and come to Christ so that we may have eternal life? Does the love of God abide 
in us? 

The world as we knew it has greatly changed in the last couple of years. Yet I 
believe that a deeper faith in God and our daily communication through prayer, study of his 
word, working closely with family, friends and the church to firm our relationships will better 
prepare us to meet the new tomorrow. Cleaning out the “cob webs” that may have 
accumulated in our minds and hearts and filling that space with God’s daily guidance and 
ever deepening love will bring increasing spiritual maturity and a new determination to be 
become all that God desires of us. Praise be to God! 
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