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Luke 9: 18-25 

 
During the Covid months, I’ve started learning a little about the French Jesuit 

scientist and theologian Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. Simply called Teilhard, he saw 
evolution as the gradual expansion of God’s creation into ever increasing complexity. This 
growth will, in God’s time, eventually lead to a unified entity made up of many disparate 
parts. The resulting whole will have a God-given wisdom and intelligence working for the 
good of all. One simple example of Teilhard’s vision is a beehive, where each bee has its 
specific purpose, sacrificing some of its individual potential for the survival of the hive. 
Closer to home, our own bodies are made up of different organs, each vital for our survival. 
The very best example for us is the Trinity: Creator, Redeemer, and Breath of Life: three 
different persons making up one complex God.  

For Teilhard, we humans with all our creative intelligence and autonomy are only 
parts of God’s Whole. None of us is any more or less important than a dolphin in the Gulf, 
the cedar tree in my yard, or a cardinal perching in that tree. The Kingdom of God is at hand 
only when each of us plays our part in Creation, humbly and willingly.  

Turning to today’s passage from Luke, Teilhard’s vision helps me understand what 
Jesus means when he says, “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will save it” (Lk 9:24). At first, this sounds cryptic and 
disturbing, like so many of Jesus’ parables. But if we think about the current state of our 
country and the world, Jesus offers a way of healing. Stubbornly insisting on our personal 
salvation and individual rights only leads to division and conflicts. No one can save their 
life—or the planet’s life—alone. We must lose our lives, in the sense that we each abandon 
our ego’s claim to separate life and admit that we are all unique and interdependent.  

There’s more to it than good intentions and humility, of course. Besides “denying 
selves,” Jesus demands that we take up our cross. But how to identify your cross? No 
Romans or Pharisees wait to crucify us for following Christ. In modern life, that definition, 
like Creation itself, evolves over the years. Love might bring the light burden of child-raising. 
Responsibilities lead us to take up careers. Loss brings its own cross of grief. Age leads our 
personal evolution in other directions, whether to physical pain, the challenges of 
caregiving, or loneliness. Acceptance might lead to a deeper commitment to community 
service. Whatever your own personal cross now, take it up in the knowledge that you are 
part of God’s greater whole. Follow Christ into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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