
Tuesday, April 5th  
John 8: 21-30 

 
When I began writing this reflection on John 8:21-30, naturally I first read the 

passage to see what it brings to mind. I first thought of the “finger pointing” Jesus. “You will 
die in your sin”, “you cannot come”, “you are from below”, “I have much to say in my 
judgment of you.” So I went back and read the earlier verses for context. 

Jesus had been moving around Capernaum and throughout Galilee performing 
miracles and telling people who he was. The Jews were divided; some accepted Jesus as 
the Messiah or a Prophet, others rejected Him as a fraud, and others—the Jewish religious 
leaders (for example the Pharisees)—rejected Jesus for their own motives. 

In the verses immediately before verse 21, a group of Pharisees who not only 
rejected but wanted to kill Jesus had confronted Jesus with a legal argument: Being experts 
in Jewish law, the Pharisees knew testimony in support of oneself must be rejected. They 
told Jesus that no witness is allowed to testify on his own behalf and therefore his account 
of himself must be rejected. But it was a power play. They were motivated by their own 
power and authority—their social status—and they wanted to assert it over Jesus to publicly 
“put him in his place”, thereby preserving their own. 

Today’s scripture picks up the second half of the conversation. At verse 25 the 
Pharisees asked Jesus” “who are you?” In response Jesus spoke about, and aligned 
himself with, the Father. Verse 30 says, “even as he spoke, many believed in him.” 

It is unclear to me whether the “many who believed” were Pharisees or ordinary 
Jews, but throughout John’s Gospel those who encountered Jesus two thousand years ago, 
those who saw Jesus’ miracles and heard firsthand his words about the Father and Himself, 
were compelled to choose who they believed Jesus was. Two thousand years later many of 
us who read the Gospel of John and contemplate those encounters 
find ourselves compelled to ask the same question. 

And we regularly recite our answer: “… We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God…” I like to think some of the Pharisees believed that day, and that 
whatever outward changes ensued, their motivation changed radically. Love of status (or 
wealth, or power, or whatever else…) as a motivating force was radically replaced by simple 
love of God and each other--even in those Pharisees who believed. 

And by the Grace of God may we each, through our belief, be so radically changed 
that we seek above all else to love God and serve one another.  
 
Dudley Perry 

 


