
Tuesday, March 22nd  
Matthew 1: 21-35 

This passage begins with Peter asking Jesus if he should forgive his brother or sister 
up to seven times for sins that have been committed against him. Jesus initially responds 
that he should forgive someone not seven times but seventy-seven times. It seems that 
Jesus is telling Peter that forgiveness should not be quantified.  
 To further prove his point, as is so often the case, Jesus provides a parable. Jesus 
then compares the kingdom of heaven to a king who is in the process of settling his debts. 
A particular servant owed the king ten thousand bags of gold, which is clearly a sizeable 
debt. The servant is not able to pay the debt and begs the king for forgiveness. The king 
remarkably absolves the servant of his debt completely and lets him walk away.  
 After receiving this enormous blessing, the servant immediately sought a fellow 
servant who owed him one hundred silver coins, which is minor in comparison to the ten 
thousand bags of gold. The servant then begins to choke his fellow servant and demands to 
be repaid his one hundred silver coins. Despite the fellow servant begging for forgiveness, 
the servant has him thrown in prison until he is able to repay the debt. Out of frustration 
over the servant’s lack of generosity, the king then orders the servant to be tortured until he 
is able to repay the ten thousand bags of gold.  
 It seems absolutely ridiculous that the servant could experience such a significant 
act of forgiveness and immediately put that aside, without any contemplation, to violently 
collect on a much smaller debt. Unfortunately, it is human nature to perform similar actions. 
While we have hopefully not literally choked someone over a debt or transgression, we 
have all likely not fully recognized blessings that we have received and then continued 
spread that spirit of forgiveness and generosity to others.  
 In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus instructs us to request that we be forgiven “of our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” When reciting the Lord’s Prayer 
during this season of Lent, let us work to not behave like the servant in the parable and to 
fully recognize our blessings and spread that spirit of forgiveness and generosity to others.  
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