
Tuesday in Holy Week 
John 12: 20-36 

 
As is so often the case when I read a scripture passage I get caught up in the 

minutiae of the reading instead of the important message. This reading is no different. While 
the gist of this reading has Jesus talking about his impending death, and lessons about how 
to live and experience Jesus before he dies, I focused on the first few sentences of the 
reading about Philip and Andrew. 

The reading begins with some Greeks coming to Philip and asking to speak to 
Jesus. I imagine that even as much as the apostles loved Jesus, that maybe it was still a bit 
scary to ask something of him. Especially if it's something that they suspected that maybe 
he might not want to be bothered with. So, what does Philip do? He asked his friend 
Andrew to go with him to talk to Jesus, and Andrew agreed.  There is no mention of what 
the Greeks talked with Jesus about, but I love the fact that Philip went to Andrew for a little 
buddy support in order to go talk to the “big guy” about something.  Was Philip nervous 
about bothering Jesus and needed a friend for moral support??  Was it that Philip wanted 
Andrew to share in a close moment with Jesus?  Who knows, but they did go together to 
talk with Jesus. 

So instead of focusing on the rest of the story, my thoughts went down the rabbit 
hole of the importance of friends. Friends are people that are in your life for no other reason 
than the fact that you have formed a bond. They're not related to you by blood or marriage, 
but they want you to be in their life because of some connection the two of you have made 
that is precious and special.  So go hug a friend and tell them you love them. 

And then read the rest of this passage because there's a lot of other good stuff in it! 
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