
Wednesday, April 6th  
John 8: 31-42 

 
The line “you will know the truth and the truth will set you free” is one of the more 

memorable lines of scripture.  This phrase is repeated today many times, most often by 
someone who wants another person to tell the truth. This reading is about truth and 
freedom, but not necessarily about one telling the truth.  This passage begins by stating that 
you will be my disciples and you will know the truth. Later Jesus states the truth comes from 
the father.  He states his authority by saying “I come from God and I am here”. Verse 42. 
 The truth that comes from the father is set out in the teachings of Jesus. While we 
are expected to love and worship the Father, we are expected to do God’s will on earth. The 
teachings of Jesus are simple, love your fellow man, feed the hungry, care for the sick. The 
most important is “love your neighbor as yourself”.  If we love our fellow man, then 
everything works out.  We share with those we love. We care for the ones we love.  
 Jesus speaks of freedom, but not freedom from bondage. This is clear because the 
Jews say they were born of Abraham and were never enslaved to anyone. Verse 33. Jesus 
is referring to freedom from sin. If we know the truth, then we are free, not free from 
bondage or slavery, but our spirit is free from sin and guilt.  We are only free from the 
slavery of sin if we do God’s will on earth. We are free to worship and to serve. We serve 
God when we care for our fellow man.  Our neighbor is not just those who live close to us. 
Our neighbor Is not only those who look or act as we do, or those who believe as we do. All 
who live and reside on earth are God’s children and we must love and care for each other, 
every person created by God. 
  It is our love for God that allows us to love ourselves, and to love our fellow man, 
and if we believe and follow the truth that comes from God, then our spirits are free from the 
slavery of sin and guilt. 
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