
Wednesday, March 16th 
Matthew 20: 17-28 

I’ve had to really ponder these verses from Matthew. There are so many things 
going on that it’s hard to pull from it a single idea. 

Jesus, again, for the third time, describes what will happen to him once they reach 
Jerusalem. I’m sure the apostles’ reactions must have been a skeptical acceptance of this 
description, more in the line of “oh, ok, whatever you say, but we don’t think they’ll do that to 
you.” They would soon find out that Jesus’ days with them would draw to an end in an 
excruciating ordeal. 

In doing some research about crucifixion, I ran across this information, “Only slaves, 
peasants, and the lowest of criminals were crucified, but rarely Roman citizens.”* The 
research goes on to say that, “the Romans used this torturous method of execution as a 
means of exerting authority and control over the population.”* 

Those two sentences help better to inform the passage about Jesus’ response to the 
apostles, beginning in verse 25. The rulers will always seek to “lord it over them”, using 
crucifixion as one way to do that. Jesus goes on to point out that “whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be your slave.”  

Jesus came, as he points out, to serve, to be a slave. He has demonstrated for the 
apostles how to serve, not someone will be chosen to be on the right and left hands of 
Jesus. He knows the apostles cannot fully comprehend what is going to happen to him and 
why. He can only continue to teach them in words and by his actions, as a parent does for 
their child, with love and the knowledge that all understanding comes through time and 
experience. 
 
*Fairchild, Mary (2020, March 10). Definition of Crucifixion, an Ancient Method of Execution. 
www.learnreligions.com.  
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