
Wednesday, March 30th  
John 5: 19-29 

 
We have three children, 18, 15, and 13.  At this point in our lives, I read this passage 

a little differently that I think I normally would.  There is the obvious promise of eternal life 
for all who follow Jesus, “a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 
voice and come out-those who have done what is good will rise to live”, but I’m more struck 
by the language about fathers (parents) and children and the implied responsibilities of 
parents to raise their children to know God and Jesus. 

“The (child) can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his (f)ather 
doing, because whatever the (f)ather does the (child) also does”.  What do I want my 
children to see me doing?  Do I want them to see me wallowing in all things worldly and 
building treasures on earth?  How do I want them to treat others?  Am I providing an 
appropriate example?  If their opinion of me differs from my self-image, what must I do 
differently so that they see who I’m striving to be? 

“For the (father) loves the (child) and shows him all he does” – Am I consciously and 
deliberately showing my children a good path?  Am I actively preaching a better way and 
practicing what I preach?  Do I simply tell them what to do without explain why it should be 
done the right way? 

“Moreover, the (f)ather judges no one, but has entrusted all judgement to the (child)” 
– What more can I do to prepare my children for life and the responsibilities that they will 
need to take on?  The time will come to step aside and allow them to live their lives.  Am I 
living my life in such a way and teaching in a way that prepares them for success and 
meaning? 

“For as the (f)ather has life in himself, so he has granted the (child) also to have life 
in himself” – What lessons have I learned from my father, father in law and grandfathers?  It 
is my responsibility to show them what I’ve learned, good and bad, to help them live a life of 
fulfillment.  Am I doing everything I can do for them? 

Ultimately, what satisfaction and meaning will I gain by striving to provide an 
example to my children?   
 
Richard Bradford 

 


