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Luke 11: 29-32 

 
The story Luke tells in these verses is also described in Matthew 12:38 - 42. Jesus 

has cast out a demon from a man possessed and those who just witnessed it ask Jesus to 
perform another miracle as a sign. Jesus chastises the crowd, reminding them that the 
Ninevites repented after hearing the prophet, Jonah. He also reminds the crowd that the 
“Queen of the south” (the Queen of Sheba in 1 Kings Chapter 10) was overwhelmed by the 
wisdom of Solomon when she came to challenge him, resulting in her praising God for 
placing Solomon on the throne of Israel. Jesus then tells the crowd that He is greater than 
both Solomon and Jonah, yet they ask for another miracle; Jesus says they will be 
condemned for their failure to believe. At first, that condemnation sounds harsh. I can 
sympathize with the crowd. After all, who doesn’t want a sign to be sure that Jesus is real?  
But then I thought about what Jesus tells them. Jesus reminds the gathered crowd that the 
Scriptures already describe God’s work in the world. On top of that, they just witnessed 
Jesus casting out a demon. How much is enough?  It’s easy to imagine someone in that 
crowd shouting “just one more miracle, Jesus, then we can believe.” Thinking about the 
crowd in the story makes me wonder how much is enough for us today?  We have the 
scriptures, we have the Church, and we have relationships with each other in the 
community of believers. During worship when we participate in the liturgy, allow the music 
to move us and share Holy Communion, we can feel the presence of God at St John’s. God 
is always with us, always ready to renew a relationship with us. Those times when I start to 
feel like a member of that ancient crowd, wanting some additional sign that things are OK 
and I’m on the right path, I need to stop striving and instead open myself up to receiving 
what God has already given. I need to approach God with humility, not demanding my own 
personal miracle so I can continue to believe, but recognizing that God has always been 
there, always will be there, giving grace freely and not making me earn it (since I couldn’t 
anyway). Jesus lived, died and rose again so we can accept God’s grace as the miracle 
that’s happening for everyone, everywhere, all the time.  
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