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To be a person of privilege is an odd sort of thing. It 
is to be given a certain amount of power merely by 
virtue of our existence, whether we want it or not. I 
was born into privilege. My family was not wealthy 
but the society we lived in rewarded us with oppor-
tunities not afforded everyone. When I walked 
down the street as a teenager, no one got scared or 
called the police to report suspicious behavior. Eve-
ry year when school  began, my teacher assumed I 
would be a good student. I grew up in a society that 
told me I was smart and valuable, a society that 
expected good things from me and encouraged me 
to do good things. 
 

People of privilege have a common experience: it’s 
hard for us to see that others in society have not 
enjoyed the same treatment. People have always 
seen us as important and valuable and we just as-
sume that anyone who isn’t seen that way has 
caused the perception themselves. When we hear 
that women or African Americans feel left out or 
oppressed, we are surprised because that’s not our 
experience. We’re so surprised when others feel left 
out or oppressed that we often blame them for their 
differing experience. We think that, if they had just 
worked as hard as we have, they too could enjoy the 
same privileges we do. To us the playing field feels 
fair because it’s treated us well. Some of us were 
born on third base but convince ourselves we have 
hit a triple. We look at other people struggling and 
we think there must be something wrong with them, 
that they don’t have the talent we have, or that they 
are lazy and unmotivated. 
 

People of privilege, understandably, can become the 
focus of anger from those who do not share the 
same privileges. People of privilege, understanda-
bly, can get defensive and protective and get furious 
at those who project anger toward us. I’ll admit I’ve 
always felt pretty guilty about my privilege. I grew 
up in the Episcopal Church which did a good job of 
teaching me grace: all that I have in life is a gift, not 
something I have earned. The message I received 
from my parents growing up was that racial divi-
sions are more the fault of the white race than the 
black race. Both of those messages still ring true to 
me. I am very fortunate. And my race has done 
many cruel things. I want things to be better. I am 
stuck in the system and haven’t been able to change 
it drastically.  
At Diocesan Convention this past weekend, I heard 
a testimony from a black woman. She was behind a 
white woman in the grocery store check-out line. 
The white woman wrote a check for her purchase 

and was getting her bags together as the black 
woman wrote a check for her purchase. The clerk 
insisted on seeing two forms of identification and 
then began looking through the bad check book. 
The white woman looked at the clerk and asked 
why she was going through those steps with the 
black woman. The clerk replied that it was store 
policy. The white woman noted the policy had not 
been enacted for her, called for the manager, and 
explained the differing treatment the two women 
had received. The check from the black woman was 
then accepted. 
 

The point of this woman’s testimony at Convention 
was, refreshingly, not to make the largely white 
crowd feel guilty. The point was to encourage peo-
ple of privilege to use their influence to address 
wrongs and change society a little at a time. Most 
who read this will be people of privilege and all, I 
venture to say, really want things to improve in our  
society. We want people to be treated fairly and 
equally. But we feel stuck. There’s nothing we can 
do about being people of privilege. Like the color of 
our skin, it’s just something we have inherited. 
While feeling guilty about that may increase our 
compassion for those who don’t enjoy privilege, 
guilt usually just leads to hopelessness rather than 
action.  
 

To know that I can take advantage of my privilege 
and make things better a little at a time is the en-
couragement I need right now to engage the ills of 
society. I may not be able to make prejudice and 
bigotry disappear but I can address it when I see it. I 
can look for the ways I am enabling a racist system. 
I can be aware and I can speak up in a loving and 
humble way. 
 

When Jesus told the rich young ruler (Mt. 10.17ff) 
that he lacked one thing and asked him to sell his 
possessions and give to the poor, he was asking him 
to use his resources and influence to make the 
world a better place. The rich young man walked 
away sorrowful and unwilling to use his resources 
for the good of others. 
 
Lent starts now. Perhaps you might be encouraged 
to use these 40 days as a time to devote your privi-
lege and influence to addressing the disparities in 
our system. Confess your own sins of prejudice but 
move beyond guilt into forgiveness. Step newly and 
freshly into humble actions which will help earth 
become more like heaven. Your privilege can be a 
good thing if you use it generously. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 25:1-9 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 11:9-15  
  
THE COLLECT: 
 Almighty God, whose blessed Son 
was led by the Spirit to be tempted of 
Satan: Make speed to help thy serv-
ants who are assaulted by manifold 
temptations; and, as thou knowest 
their several infirmities, let each one 
find thee mighty to save; through 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 Doy Leale McCall, Jr. 

Margaret Thorington Kohn 
John Peter Kohn, Jr. 
Susie Rebecca Harris 

Margaret Thorington Kohn McCall 
Daniel Phillips Carr 
Anne Ross Dee Carr 

  
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: B. Simmons, W. Norrell, 
S. Miller, M. Stevenson, W. Norrell, B. 
Westhauser, M. L. Kelso, A. Screws 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, A. Hamlett, D. Braly, D. 
Holmes 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
K. Dailey, B. Beale, R. McCrory 
VESTRY:  7:30 B. Young 
10:30 J. Marshall, D. Moody, A. 
Longshore, R. Bradford 
ALTAR GUILD: D. Schremser, J. 
Drummond 
PASTORAL CARE:  C. Seibels, F. 
Tyson, M. A. Selman, A. Hamner, S. 
Harris 

FLOWER DELIVERY:  M. Carter, R. 
McCrory 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine and John Huff, Karen Jarrell, 
Betty Robison, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis 
Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorf, Jack Mitchell, Mar-
garet Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Col-
vin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 
Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Being Mortal: A Study of Death and Dying 
Led by Candice Frazer  
Meeting February 18, 2018-March 25, 2018 in the Library 
This Lenten offering explores personal and societal beliefs about death and dying through Atul 
Gawande’s book, Being Mortal.  We will consider hospice care, nursing homes, and how the practice 
of medicine influences our beliefs and concerns regarding end of life expectations, as well as the exam-
ination of the grief process, living wills, advanced directives, and making arrangements for your own 
funeral.  Though this course might sound a bit morbid, it will be presented in the same context as our 
liturgy for burial—a celebration of life, characterized by joy, as it finds all its meaning in the resurrec-
tion. 

Our Episcopal Faith 
Led by Robert Wisnewski ~ Meeting February 18, 2018-March 25, 2018 in the Archives Room 
All those who wish to learn more about the Episcopal Church are invited to attend the Inquirers’ Clas-
ses held on the Sundays in Lent, February 18 – March 25, at 9:15 in the Archives Room, led by the 
Rector. The class is open to newer parishioners and those who have been here for a long time too. Sub-
jects will include: Distinguishing Features of the Episcopal Church; Church History; Holy Scriptures; 
the Book of Common Prayer; the Sacraments, and plenty of opportunity for questions. You need not 
register for the classes but if you wish to be confirmed by the Bishop on May 6, please contact Robert 
Wisnewski (robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org). 

ADULT LENTEN CHRISTIAN FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES  

L i v i n g  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  
L e d  b y  D u d l e y  P e r r y  
M e e t i n g  i n  t h e  s m a l l  d i n i n g  r o o m  y e a r - r o u n d  
This class offers an in-depth look at the lectionary readings for each Sunday. After receiving some his-
torical background on the readings, participants discuss how God was working in the lives of the char-
acters involved and what that means for us. Exploring the scriptures prepares our hearts and minds to 
be more engaged in the hour of worship that follows.  

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
 

Family Promise Week 
 

Our Family Promise week will be February 18 through February 25.  Signup sheets are on the bul-
letin board just outside the Parish House. Overnight hosts and dinner volunteers are needed. Our team 
will be Katharine Harris (katharineharris@knology.net or 334-315-1230), and Libby Fitzpatrick 
(libfitz1@gmail.com).  If you have questions, feel free to contact one of the team.  
 

Please consider volunteering for this very rewarding ministry.  
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Feb 18 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
5:30 pm ECW Candlelight 

Evening 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, Feb 19 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
        at the home of Candice Frazer 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study     
         at the home of Susan Harris 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, Feb 20 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Feb 21 
11:00 am Centering Prayer 
12:05 pm Lenten Noonday Ser-

vice 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, Feb 22 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 
 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$26,570.65 

Required to Date 

$216,400.80 

Received to Date 

$178,447.74 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$156,908 

Lent 2018 

Wednesdays in Lent:  February 21 – March 21 
Preaching Series at 12:05 with Luncheon to follow 

Holy Eucharist at 5:30 with Supper to follow 
Teaching Series at 6:30  by the noonday preacher (special series for children and for youth) 

  

February 21 – The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan 
Bishop of Alabama 

  

February 28 – The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander 
Dean of the School of Theology at Sewanee 

  

March 7 – The Rev. Dan Matthews, Jr. 
Rector of St. Luke’s, Atlanta 

  

March 14 – The Rev. Seth Olson 
Associate Rector of St. John’s, Decatur 

  

March 21 – The Rev. Donald Fishburne 
Retired Rector of St. Paul’s, Chattanooga 

Luncheon Servers Needed 
Have you been wondering what you can do to help during the Wednesday Lenten Series? 

We need waitresses for the luncheon after the service.  Please email Jane Barganier    

perdidojjb@charter.net  to volunteer. 

Spiritual Direction 

St. John’s offers spiritual direction to anyone who wishes to deepen their experience and under-
standing  of God, themselves, and others. The directee works with a trained Spiritual Director to 
deepen their spirituality and to open their hearts and ears to the guidance from the Holy Spirit. If 
you are interested in entering into Spiritual Direction contact Betty Beale, a certified Spiritual Di-
rector, at ebeale@aum.edu or call 334-328-0748. 

Events Around the Corner 

Family Promise – February 18-25 (need people to cook a meal or spend the night) 
Episcopal Church Women Meditative Evening – February 18, 5:30 

Vestry – February 19, 5:00 
Lent Preaching Series – February 21, 12:05 pm – Bishop Kee Sloan (luncheon to follow) 

Lent Teaching Series – February 21, 6:30 pm – Bishop Kee Sloan (5:30 Eucharist, 6:00 supper) 
Lent Preaching and Teaching Series – February 28 – Dean Alexander from Sewanee 

Avis & All Angels Meeting postponed from February 26 rescheduled March 12, 6:00 pm 

Macho Fern Bego
nia

s 

Boston Fern 

Holy Cross Spring Plant Sale! 

Gera
niums

 Torentia 
Kimberly Queen Fern 

Hanging Baskets 

Trays of Bedding Plants  

And so much more!   

Look for the order forms for the plant sale in the Parish House 

 and in the church office. Orders due by March 2 
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Pick up Orders of Soup 

Sunday, February 18 

 after  

10:30 Service 

Shrimp Gumbo 
Mike’s Beef & Vegetable 

Black Bean 
Mulligatawny 

  

Thank you for your support 

Of Holy Cross School! 
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