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Three years ago, after a fifteen year layoff, I returned 
to the tennis court and have thoroughly enjoyed the 
more vigorous exercise and face to face competition 
that it supplies. One of the first things I noticed was 
how much better tennis shoes and tennis rackets are 
now than they were when I last played. The shoes are 
lighter and more supportive, if perhaps uglier and 
more strangely colored. The rackets are remarkably 
stronger, significantly lighter, and enable the players 
to hit with a wide range of spin and power that we 
were  not able to produce with earlier rackets. There 
simply is no comparison and I am regularly surprised 
that shots off my racket are so effective. It just feels 
like such a huge advantage. The rackets have gotten 
most of my attention but the shoes…. The shoes may 
be even better. 
 

My experience, over the years as I have met with 
people to discuss their faith lives and share my own, 
is that we all tend to approach faith in pretty compet-
itive terms. Life is a series of struggles and faith is 
like a racket in our hands to fend off attacks or smash 
opponents. The more balls we can get back the better 
we feel, the more control we think we have, the more 
we feel like we are winning. These rackets of faith 
we use when the balls of life are flying at us. When 
things calm down we toss the rackets back in their 
bag, occasionally restring them with a little bible 
study or Lenten discipline, but their use is limited 
and specific. We don’t use faith unless we’re in a 
competitive struggle where we need it. Life some-
times feels like a game or even warfare and we ap-
proach faith as an implement to help us win the bat-
tles. 
 

We pray for strength to make it through the day, or 
the illness, or the quandary. We pray for solutions to 
big and little problems. We exhaust our ability to 
solve things and we hand them over to God hoping 
he will be able to fix the things we cannot fix. We 
search the bible for answers to our questions. We 
look for a new prayer practice that will bring us that 
extra little advantage. Most every day a new devo-
tional book will be published and we scurry around 
to buy the latest and greatest wisdom that our friends 
have told us about. “Hey, I got this new racket that 
you’ve got to try.” Faith is like some illusive secret 
that is always a little out of our reach. The faith we 
have, we are convinced, isn’t quite good enough. We 
always need more of it to keep up with the struggles. 
Faith does have incredible uses and enables us to 
endure many things that have the potential to destroy 
us. But surely there is more to faith than winning the 
game of daily living or gaining some thrill of control 
over trials and tribulations. Surely faith is more than 
an implement to use here and there. Surely faith is 

more than an extension of our ego. 
 

So, back to the shoes. Maybe faith is more like the 
shoes on our feet than an implement in our hands. 
During a match all my attention is on the ball and 
what I can do with my racket to win the point. I nev-
er think about my shoes but they’re doing a lot of 
work down there on the ground. Without them, my 
feet are slipping and sliding at the wrong time, 
bruised and blistered. A good shoe is never really 
felt. A good shoe connects my foot with the ground 
in such a way that one step leads to the next in a very 
natural way. Alas, however, we can get pretty com-
petitive about our footwear too: “If I only had some 
better shoes, I could win more matches.” But I’ll 
stick with the image: faith is more like the shoes on 
our feet than an implement in our hands. 
 

We think of faith more as a tool than a gift. We think 
of faith more as a commodity than a way of being. 
We think of faith as knowing what is going to hap-
pen so that we may be prepared rather than walking 
into the unknown with trust. Faith has more to do 
with being caught than it does with sticking the land-
ing. Faith is more of an activity of God in my life 
than it is my own accomplishment. Faith is a dynam-
ic that God is carrying out and I am either opting in 
or out. Faith is more the ground under my feet than it 
is some flashy victory I may win. As I put one foot 
in front of the other, as I take one breath after the 
other, I come to know that there is something that 
holds me together and sustains me. As long as I am 
concerned with where my next step is going to land, 
or where my next breath is coming from, I’m operat-
ing in my own ego and cannot naturally participate in 
the life force that is supplied to me. 
 

During Lent, try living more into acceptance and 
awareness. Imagine God more as the ground under 
your feet than some being way up in clouds. Try 
resting in God more than seeking after God. Imagine 
faith as being grounded in God more than something 
to pull out here and there. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
Psalm 22:22-30 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31-38 
  
THE COLLECT: 
 O God, whose glory it is always to 
have mercy: Be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from thy ways, and 
bring them again with penitent hearts 
and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of 
thy Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who 
with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth 
and reigneth, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Mary Oliver McLemore 

Andrew Jackson McLemore 
Thomas Oliver McLemore 
Martha Thigpen McLemore 
William Henry McLemore 
Joy McGlynn McLemore 

Andrew Jackson McLemore, Jr. 
   
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: B. Westhauser, J. Regis-
ter, A. Perry, W. Norrell, L. S. Strick-
ler, M. Lee, J. Selman, A. Baird 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, J. George, K. Miller, M. Clark 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
M. L. Owens, B. Little 
VESTRY:  7:30 A. Huffaker 
10:30 B. Eskridge, C. Moore, J. 
Smyth, D. Perry 
ALTAR GUILD: K. Funk, M. Carter, 
S. Stone 
PASTORAL CARE:  C. Seibels, F. 
Tyson, M. A. Selman, A. Hamner, S. 
Harris 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Drum-
mond, T. Lawson, V. Wilkerson 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine and John Huff, Karen Jarrell, Francis 
Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George West, Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia 
Hill. 

We pray for one who has died: Betty Nicrosi Robinson. Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord, and let light perpetu-
al shine upon her. 

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Ernie Reddick, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Stein-
dorf, Jack Mitchell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Ame Duan, 
Charles Colvin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 
Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

ADULT LENTEN CHRISTIAN FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Our Episcopal Faith 
Led by Robert Wisnewski ~ Meeting February 18, 2018-March 25, 2018 in the Archives Room 

All those who wish to learn more about the Episcopal Church are invited to attend the Inquirers’ Clas-
ses held on the Sundays in Lent, February 18 – March 25, at 9:15 in the Archives Room, led by the 
Rector. The class is open to newer parishioners and those who have been here for a long time too. Sub-
jects will include: Distinguishing Features of the Episcopal Church; Church History; Holy Scriptures; 
the Book of Common Prayer; the Sacraments, and plenty of opportunity for questions. You need not 
register for the classes but if you wish to be confirmed by the Bishop on May 6, please contact Robert 
Wisnewski (robert@stjohnsmontgomery.org). 

Being Mortal: A Study of Death and Dying  (Will not meet Sunday, Feb 25) 

Led by Candice Frazer  

Meeting February 18, 2018-March 25, 2018 in the Library 

This Lenten offering explores personal and societal beliefs about death and dying through Atul 
Gawande’s book, Being Mortal.  We will consider hospice care, nursing homes, and how the practice 
of medicine influences our beliefs and concerns regarding end of life expectations, as well as the exam-
ination of the grief process, living wills, advanced directives, and making arrangements for your own 
funeral.  Though this course might sound a bit morbid, it will be presented in the same context as our 
liturgy for burial—a celebration of life, characterized by joy, as it finds all its meaning in the resurrec-
tion. 

L i v i n g  t h e  G o o d  N e w s  
L e d  b y  D u d l e y  P e r r y  
M e e t i n g  i n  t h e  s m a l l  d i n i n g  r o o m  y e a r - r o u n d  
This class offers an in-depth look at the lectionary readings for each Sunday. After receiving some his-
torical background on the readings, participants discuss how God was working in the lives of the char-
acters involved and what that means for us. Exploring the scriptures prepares our hearts and minds to 
be more engaged in the hour of worship that follows. 

Spiritual Direction 

St. John’s offers spiritual direction to anyone who wishes to deepen their experience and understand-
ing  of God, themselves, and others. The directee works with a trained Spiritual Director to deepen 
their spirituality and to open their hearts and ears to the guidance from the Holy Spirit. If you are inter-
ested in entering into Spiritual Direction contact Betty Beale, a certified Spiritual Director, at 
ebeale@aum.edu or call 334-328-0748. 

Events Around the Corner 
Lent Preaching Series – February 28, 12:05 pm – The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander (luncheon to follow) 

Lent Teaching Series – February 28, 6:30 pm – Dean Alexander from Sewanee(5:30 Eucharist, 6:00 supper) 

 

Avis & All Angels Meeting postponed from February 26 rescheduled March 12, 6:00 pm 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, Feb 25 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Junior EYC 
6:00 pm  EYC Eats 
6:30 pm Senior EYC 
  
MONDAY, Feb 26 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
        at the home of Candice Frazer 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study    
    at the home of  Polly Williamson 
    1248 Westmoreland Avenue 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, Feb 27 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, Feb 28 
11:00 am Centering Prayer 
12:05 pm Noonday Lenten   

Series & Luncheon 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, Mar 1 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$36,066.80 

Received Sunday 

$21,334.53 

Required to Date 

$252,467.60 

Received to Date 

$210,314.27 

Building Fund Debt 

$350,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$173,963 

Lent 2018 

Wednesdays in Lent:  February 21 – March 21 
Preaching Series at 12:05 with Luncheon to follow 

Holy Eucharist at 5:30 with Supper to follow 
Teaching Series at 6:30  by the noonday preacher (special series for children and for youth) 

  

February 28 – The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander 
Dean of the School of Theology at Sewanee 

  

March 7 – The Rev. Dan Matthews, Jr. 
Rector of St. Luke’s, Atlanta 

  

March 14 – The Rev. Seth Olson 
Associate Rector of St. John’s, Decatur 

  

March 21 – The Rev. Donald Fishburne 
Retired Rector of St. Paul’s, Chattanooga 

Luncheon Servers Needed 
Have you been wondering what you can do to help during the Wednesday Lenten Series? 

We need waitresses for the luncheon after the service.  Please email Jane Barganier    

perdidojjb@charter.net  to volunteer. 

Lenten In-Gathering 
Adults, Youth, and Children 
In-Gathering Collection on Easter Day 

Boxes are available in the Narthex 

Did you know over the past 127 years UTO has 
collected and given grants in excess of  

$136 million dollars? 

Bego
nia

s 

Torentia 
Macho Fern Bosto

n Fe
rn 

Holy Cross Spring Plant Sale! 

Gera
niums

 
Kimberly Queen Fern 

Hanging Baskets 

Trays of Bedding Plants  

And so much more!   

Look for the order forms for the plant sale in the Parish House 

 and in the church office. Orders due by March 2 

Pick up Orders of Soup Sunday, February 25 after 10:30 Service 

We still have a few soups to sell! First come, first served, cash & carry! 
Shrimp Gumbo 

Mike’s Beef & Vegetable 

Mulligatawny 

  

Thank you for your support of Holy Cross School! 
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Children’s Lenten Series 
Begins February 21 

Children ages PreK4-6th grade  
*Modified version offered to toddlers-3 year olds in Nursery. 
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