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Youth Sunday 

May 5 
Please join us for a youth led  

service (10:30 am) followed 
by a hot dog lunch and  

inflatables for the kids!  

VBS REGISTRATION GOING ON NOW! 

Deadline is MAY 20! 

June 3-6, 2019 

St. John’s is hosting VBS, and this year our theme is a mod-
ified version of  “Farm Fresh Faith!” Children rising Pre-K4 
through 6th grade may participate. Look for registration 

forms online! 

**Volunteers NEEDED–  

Please email  

sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Third Sunday of  Easter  

Faith Hurts 

May 5,  2019  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 
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A mother of a young boy came home one day to 

find the family cat dead in the back yard. She was-

n’t sure just what had happened. It looked like may-

be a dog had gotten the cat but it was very much 

dead and she decided to go ahead and bury the cat 

so her son wouldn’t have to see the rather frighten-

ing sight. She picked up her son at school later that 

day and told him she had some bad news for him. 

Their cat was dead and she was so sorry to have to 

tell him that. She quickly went on to try and soothe 

the boy’s pain by explaining what happens after 

death. She said that the cat was now in heaven with 

Jesus and that one day when he died and went to 

heaven he would get to see his cat once again. At-

tempting to be a good mother she asked, “Now, son, 

would you like to ask any questions?” “Yes,” the 

boy replied. “What does Jesus want with a dead 

cat?” 

 

Children ask wonderful questions. Maybe we think 

those questions eventually go away but my experi-

ence is that the questions continue even into old age 

and, if anything, they get bigger and bigger. About 

once a year a parent of a teenager will call me and 

say something like this: “Robert, I don’t know what 

to do. My son all of a sudden says he doesn’t be-

lieve in God anymore. What do I tell him?” Each 

time that happens I can feel the fear in the parent’s 

voice but I have to admit that I get a little excited 

when a teenager, or anyone for that matter, express-

es doubt. “Now something really big is going to 

happen”, I think. When people are curious enough 

to question something, then the universe is starting 

to open up. Until we question something, it’s not 

very real. But when we question and wonder and 

doubt, we start to make discoveries for ourselves. 

Important matters become real for us instead of just 

real for others. The painful part is that the time of 

questioning lasts a while and it may express itself in 

anger or defiance or anxiety or something equally 

uncomfortable. But doubt leads to an affirmation of 

faith. Mature faith, in fact, always involves a time 

of questioning.  

 

Maybe one thing the Episcopal Church does better 

than most places is to encourage asking questions. 

Some approaches fear the time of questioning and 

try to fill everybody up with all the answers so that 

the questions will never come. We try to get you to 

question things knowing the questions lead to truer 

and deeper faith. If you tell me you don’t believe in 

God, I’m actually going to get a little excited, 

knowing your questions will form your path of 

faith. Questions are like being hungry: they lead us 

to be fed. Sometimes we are so busy eating all the 

time that we never experience hunger. And some 

approaches to faith feed answers all the time rather 

than encouraging that inner hunger to lead on the 

path of salvation. 

 

Every year, on the Sunday after the Day of Easter, 

we read about Thomas expressing doubts, asking 

questions, saying that he won’t believe unless he 

sees Jesus for himself and touches his wounds. It’s 

actually one of my favorite Sundays of the year. All 

the hoopla is over. Now the real stuff of faith can 

begin. God raises his Son from death to engender 

faith in us. And we begin the important work of 

growing into faith, of making the resurrection real 

for ourselves. And we do that not necessarily by 

saying, “Wow, that’s great.” We often start by say-

ing, “I’m not sure I actually believe that.” 

 

What sort of questions do you need to be asking in 

your faith journey? There are lots of them to ask. 

Why is there suffering? What sort of responsibility 

do I bear in my relationships? What do I need to 

take up? What do I need to put down? How can I 

help others? How do I need to let others take care of 

themselves? What sort of hole in my soul am I try-

ing to fill? What is within my control and what is 

beyond my control? What sort of prejudice and 

bigotry am I carrying? What am I so afraid of? 

Where is all this anger coming from? How is it that 

there are three or four people in my life who hook 

me and bring out the very worst in me? What are 

my struggles that I keep avoiding? What change is 

really threatening me? What sort of idols have I 

latched onto? 

 

It seems that Thomas gets some answer to his ques-

tioning. He wants to see Jesus in person and put his 

hands in the wounds for which he is partly to 

blame. He receives some peace as Jesus makes him-

self known to him. But surely Thomas leaves this 

meeting with even more questions. How is it that 

life, after it is gone, continues or changes? How is it 

that the very worst things I can imagine get turned 

into things that form new faith? How  is it that I 

know hope but still know fear? Just how big is God 
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THE LESSONS: 
Act 9:1-20 
Psalm 30 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
   
THE COLLECT:  

O God, whose blessed Son made 

himself known to his disciples in 

the breaking of bread: Open the 

eyes of our faith, that we may 

behold him in all his redeeming 

work; who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ev-

er. Amen.  
  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Algernon Sidney Coleman, Sr. 

Lucy Oliver Coleman 
Algernon Sidney Coleman, Jr. 

William Irwin Grubb 
Margaret Walker Grubb 
Frances Harris Garrett 

 Eugenia Grubb Schanbacher 
William A. (Billy) Hughes  

  
MINISTERS SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: E. Marshall, S. Behr, G. 
Hughes, C. Jernigan, B. Eskridge, A. 
Fitzpatrick, W. Wells. T. Clements 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M. Kinney, S. Miller, B. West-
hauser 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS: A. 
Mazyck, W. H. Tankersley, M.L.   
Owens, B. Little 
VESTRY:  7:30: J. Smyth 
10:30: A. E. Clark, E. Screws, J. 
Stough, C. Lawlor 
ALTAR GUILD: J. McDowell, E. 
Stroh, A. King 
PASTORAL CARE:  D. Wakefield, K. 
Coleman, M. Simmons, B. Mathews 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  J. Lynn, G. 
Mathews, M.L. Owens 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

How the Bible was Put Together 

Meeting April 28-May 26  

in the Parish Hall 

Led by the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal  

 

In this class we will look at how the Bible, as we hold it in our hands today, was put togeth-

er.  We will begin with how the Hebrew Scriptures came into being, followed by the devel-

opment of writings after Jesus’ death, and then conclude with how the final “canon” of the 

Bible was established in the 5th century. 

 

A Historical-Critical Study of the Letter to the Philippians 

Led by Jamie Osborne 

Meeting May 5 to May 26 in the library 

 

This course will focus on Paul’s letter to the Philippians and will be based on Dr. Paul Hol-

loway’s recently published Philippians: A Critical and Historical Commentary. Dr. Hol-

loway is Professor of Classics and Ancient Christianity at The University of the South 

where he teaches courses in both the School of Theology and the College of Arts and Sci-

ences. The commentary is recommended but not required for the course. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sarah Spratling, Emily Wise, Shirley 

Price, Glen Price, Rod  Frazer, Valerie Lee, Sarah Stone, Florence Jordan, Christopher Marshall, Ka-

ren Jarrell, Jim Thomas, Eddie McDowell, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:   Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, 

Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, 

Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom 

Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie 

Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Ear-

nest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitch-

ell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Charles Colvin, 

Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 

Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Joy and Concern 

and how is it that he is above and beyond all things yet right here with me in such a personal way? 

Faith isn’t the answering of our questions or the solving of riddles. Faith is the path of wondering and 

growing and coming to know love and be love. 

 

Ask away. What is your very biggest question? And what is the smallest? Ask away. The risen Christ 

will make himself known to you. The questions hurt. Growth hurts. Faith hurts. And how good that is. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, May 5 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the        
Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation        
for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
 Parish Picnic 
 Honduras Pill Counting 
4:20 pm Children’s Choir 
5:00 pm Jr. & Sr. EYC 
9:00 pm Compline on FB Live 
  
MONDAY, May 6 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  

 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, May 7 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:10 am Morning Prayer on FB 

Live 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 8  
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, May 9 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 

        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$35,331.16 

Received Sunday 

$16,817.20 

Required to Date 

$600,629.72 

Received to Date 

$582,113.99 

Building Fund Debt 

$27,000 

EVENTS AROUND THE CORNER 

Family Promise Week—April 28 through May 4 

Youth Sunday—May 5  

Parish Picnic—May 5 after the 10:30 Youth Sunday 

Pill Counting—After the Parish Picnic 

EYC Lock-in—May 10 & 11 

ECW Picnic—May 13 @ the home of Seibels Marshall 

Last EYC Coffice meeting- May 15th @ Café Louisa 3:30-5:00 

VBS—June 3-6 

MAY HEAVENLY HOSTS 

Tuesday, May 14, 6:30 pm 

Hosted by Bette & Haughton Smith 

1700 Vaugh Lane 

Beverages provided, please bring a dish to share. 

ECW Spring Picnic 
All Women of  the Church invited to attend our 

 

Annual Spring Picnic 
Monday, May 13, 2019 

Noon 

 

At the home of  Seibels Marshall 
3025 Jamestown Court 

 

If  you last name begins with 
A through L: Please bring a salad 
M through Z: Please bring a dessert 

FIRST OPPORTUNITY FOR PILL COUNTING 
 

We are approaching our 17th Honduras mission in July and we are ready once again to 

count pills for the medical mission.  Even if you are not able to 

travel to Honduras, you can certainly participate as a member of 

the team by counting pills.  Our first session will commence im-

mediately after the church picnic this Sunday.  Have your lunch 

and then meet us upstairs in the 3rd floor youth area for the count-

ing session.  We generally run 2-3 hours, but you do not have to 

stay for the entire session—any help is appreciated.  Hope to see 

you there! 


