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VBS REGISTRATION GOING ON NOW! 

Deadline is MAY 20! 

June 3-6, 2019 

St. John’s is hosting VBS, and this year our theme is a mod-
ified version of  “Farm Fresh Faith!” Children rising Pre-K4 
through 6th grade may participate. Look for registration 

forms online! 

**Volunteers NEEDED–  

Please email  

sarah@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

The Fourth Sunday of  Easter  

May 12,  2019  

Eagle 
St. John’s 

BELONGING 

“Have you not known, have you not heard 
those who wait for the Lord shall mount 

up with wings like eagles.” 

 Isaiah 40:28,31 
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We all want to belong. Life is hard and dangerous 

and lonely. We yearn for a safe place where we can 

feel connected. When we do realize that there is a 

force in life larger than us that cares for us we feel 

that we belong. Then we feel that something larger 

than us has come to us, sought us out, and has pro-

vided something for us that we couldn’t do our-

selves. Sometimes in life, in order to feel like we 

belong, we join a variety of groups hoping to find 

our place. But the greatest sense of belonging, per-

haps the only real sense of belonging, comes when 

we realize that this force larger than us has come 

and brought us into its warm center.  
 

Our need to belong sometimes gets us in trouble. 

We find that in teenagers from time to time when 

they need the approval of someone or some group 

so badly that they begin to make choices that lead 

them astray. They may need affection so much that 

they become promiscuous. They may need to feel 

included so deeply that they consume alcohol or 

drugs in order to fit in. We try to teach our children 

about peer pressure and invite them not to rise and 

fall with their approval ratings but that lesson takes 

more than a few mistakes to learn. 
 

Adults have issues with belonging too. So insecure 

are we with our own value that we may take on the 

identity of a group in order to feel more stable. To 

be part of something feels good and we tend to sell 

our souls to groups which give us a sense of inclu-

sion. We react in horror when we learn of people 

joining a cult and totally losing themselves. But 

sometimes we are so lost that we allow groups to do 

our thinking for us and tell us what we believe. We 

divide the world into competing groups and do bat-

tle with our enemies. We come to define others by 

the groups they belong to and forget to look for the 

individual within the group. Maybe worse is when 

we only think of ourselves in terms of which group 

we belong to. The “liberal” and “conservative” 

name calling we are doing is symptomatic of our 

misplaced needs for belonging. “My” side becomes 

the only good side. 
 

A big mistake we make in life, in our attempts to 

belong, is that we stake claims. We come to think of 

things as belonging to us when they really don’t. 

We do that a lot with family members and put pres-

sure on them to be what we think we need them to 

be. We can view children as little people that be-

long to us and need to be what we need them to be. 

Rather than allowing them to blossom and grow in 

their own ways, we push them into things that will 

make us feel better about who we are. When our 

first child was born, our priest said, “Don’t hold her 

too tight. She doesn’t belong to you. She belongs to 

God.” A truth I haven’t always remembered. 
 

Christians are famous for viewing their churches as 

things that belong to us rather than places we be-

long. The Church has been through a lot of changes 

in my lifetime. I’ve watched people resist every one 

of those changes and done my own share of resist-

ing. Claiming a church as “my church” can mean 

that we feel a sense of belonging but it can also 

mean that we look at it as something that should 

only do what I think it should do. When I was a 

very young priest, a parishioner  told me: “This is 

my church. I was here before you came and I’ll be 

here after you leave.” Parishioners may forget that 

the church is God’s, not theirs. Priests, by the way, 

can make the same mistake. The church doesn’t 

belong to us. We belong to the church. It is here to 

teach us and guide us, comfort us and challenge us, 

give us a sense of home and send us out to serve 

others. When I view the church only as “mine” I am 

not open to what it can teach me. 
 

We have done the same thing with creation. When 

we think of the earth and its resources as things 

which belong to us, we justify our wastefulness and 

mistreatment of creation. Shifting the focus to crea-

tion as something we belong to brings a different 

perspective. We can then see creation as something 

we should care for and respect. 
 

People of faith have seen God as something that 

belongs to us. We have thought that God is just a 

bigger form of us. We have thought that God acts 

like us. We have looked at others in the world as 

less important than us, or even evil, and assumed 

God agrees with our assessment. When I assume 

God thinks like me, I am acting like God belongs to 

me. 
 

Jesus comes to show us that we belong to God. Je-

sus is the statement by God that all of creation be-

longs to him and that God cares for all manner of 

life. We belong to God, not God to us. We belong 

to life, not life to us. The more we know that we 

belong, the less harm we do, and the more loving 

we become. 
 

Yours faithfully, 

Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 
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THE LESSONS: 
Acts 9:36-43 

PSALM 23 

Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 

   
THE COLLECT: 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the 
good shepherd of thy people: 
Grant that when we hear his 
voice we may know him who 
calleth us each by name, and 

follow where he doth lead; who, 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

liveth and reigneth, one God, for 

ever and ever.  Amen. 

  

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
Trudie Guthrie Pattillo 

Edward Pattillo 
Dodgie Shaffer 

  
MINISTERS SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: S. Miller, L. Willaims, R. 
Huffaker, M. V. Huffaker, A. F. Little, 
W. Norrell, H. Spier, J. Clark 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, C. Walker, S. Mitchell, W. 
Gunter 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS: R. 
Davis 
VESTRY:  7:30  B. Young 
10:30: J. McLemore, J. Smyth, S. 
Norrell, M. N. Parsons 
ALTAR GUILD: Benner, Hamlett, 
Eskridge 
PASTORAL CARE:  D. Wakefield, K. 
Coleman, M. Simmons, B. Mathews 
FLOWER DELIVERY:  S. Marks, S. 
Marks, A. King, N. Buzard 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

How the Bible was Put Together 

Meeting April 28-May 26  

in the Parish Hall 

Led by the Rev. Dr. Deonna Neal  

 

In this class we will look at how the Bible, as we hold it in our hands today, was put togeth-

er.  We will begin with how the Hebrew Scriptures came into being, followed by the devel-

opment of writings after Jesus’ death, and then conclude with how the final “canon” of the 

Bible was established in the 5th century. 
 

A Historical-Critical Study of the Letter to the Philippians 

Led by Jamie Osborne 

Meeting May 5 to May 26 in the library 

 

This course will focus on Paul’s letter to the Philippians and will be based on Dr. Paul Hol-

loway’s recently published Philippians: A Critical and Historical Commentary. Dr. Hol-

loway is Professor of Classics and Ancient Christianity at The University of the South 

where he teaches courses in both the School of Theology and the College of Arts and Sci-

ences. The commentary is recommended but not required for the course. 

SECOND OPPORTUNITY FOR PILL COUNTING 

 

Realizing that this Sunday is Mother’s day, we have had some people ex-

press and interest in counting pills for the Honduras mission, so we will con-

duct a session and hopefully will have at least a few volunteers.  We will 

have a light lunch.  Other days for the counting sessions will be 5/19, 5/26, 

and 6/9 and we hope for good turnouts on those days.  Again this is an im-

portant way to join in with the mission team. The sessions usually run a couple of hours, but we 

would appreciate any amount of time you can contribute.  

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sarah Spratling, Emily Wise, Shirley 

Price, Glen Price, Rod  Frazer, Valerie Lee, Sarah Stone, Florence Jordan, Christopher Marshall, Ka-

ren Jarrell, Jim Thomas, Eddie McDowell, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:   Gloria Hudgeon, John Robertson, Johnny Smith, 

Mary Linger, George West, Randy Rushton, Phil Dotts, Doris Thornton, Tommy Oliver, Ruth Jones, 

Karen & Angelo Pacheco, Acra Hackney Samuels, Margaret (Marty) Hackney, Ed Sellers, Tom 

Broadhurst, Ricky Hatfield, Willie Fred Gamble, Monica Powell, Chase Pickett, Al Perkins, Debbie 

Steindorff, Betty Harper, Jennifer Pruitt, Pam Litel, Aaron Hines, Catherine Riddell, Hugh Lee Ear-

nest, Daphne Oliver, Dawn Damato, Dottie Campbell, Scott Bradford, Mary Steindorff, Jack Mitch-

ell, Margaret Carlson, Paula Hamm Roberts,  Kim Barnhart, Lavada Spears Person, Charles Colvin, 

Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha 

Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 

  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

JOY AND CONCERN 

May Ingathering 
Aid to Inmate Mother’s (AIM) 

Donations include: 
Gently used purses 

Toiletries 
Feminine Hygiene Products 

Women’s undergarments 
 Please bring to the Education building  
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, May 12 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
4:20 pm Children’s Choir 
EYC will not meet 
9:00 pm Compline on FB Live 
  
MONDAY, May 13 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 

TUESDAY, May 14 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:10 am Morning Prayer on FB 

Live 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, May 15 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
3:30 pm Last Coffice @ Café 

Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 
THURSDAY, May 16 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 

6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$35,331.16 

Received Sunday 

$24,953.45 

 

Required to Date 

$635,960.88 

Received to Date 

$606,557.44 

Building Fund Debt 

$27,000 

ECW Spring Picnic 

All Women of  the Church invited to attend our 

 

Annual Spring Picnic 

Monday, May 13, 2019 

Noon 

 

At the home of  Seibels Marshall 

3025 Jamestown Court 

 

If  you last name begins with 

A through L: Please bring a salad 

M through Z: Please bring a dessert 

EVENTS AROUND THE CORNER 

 

EYC Lock-in—May 10 & 11 

Pill Counting—After the 10:30 service 

ECW Picnic—May 13 @ the home of Seibels Marshall 

Last EYC Coffice meeting- May 15th @ Café Louisa 3:30-5:00 

Deadline for VBS May 20th 

VBS—June 3-6 

MAY HEAVENLY HOSTS 

Tuesday, May 14, 6:30 pm 

Hosted by Bette & Haughton Smith 

1700 Vaugh Lane 

Beverages provided, please bring a dish to share. 

EYC Lock In 

May 10th 5:00 pm through May 11th 9:00 am 

All teenagers are welcome! Please bring a pair of socks! The group will be go-

ing ice skating! 

Contact Joleen if you can come! 

joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org 


