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When I got out of seminary and landed in my first 
parish, I became overwhelmed with the disease of 
alcoholism in a number of families. The results of 
the disease seemed disastrous and I had no idea 
how to be of help. Nothing I tried seem to work. So, 
after a couple years, I went to a local treatment fa-
cility and asked for help. They had resources espe-
cially designed for clergy and very quickly I found 
the Twelve Steps to be life-saving and life-giving. 
As I was experiencing a breakthrough of under-
standing, I found myself thinking resentfully that 
my seminary education should have included work 
in this area. A few years later, when I packed up my 
office to go to another parish, I found a file in a 
drawer from a class I had taken in my second year 
of seminary. The name of the course was: Alcohol-
ism – Disease and Treatment. My seminary training 
had indeed included a course designed to help me 
but I obviously didn’t learn anything from it. Later 
on I was ready to learn and what I needed was 
there. When the student is ready, the teacher will 
come. 
 

As Jesus uses parables to do his teaching, he pre-
sents images which the listeners can carry with 
them as they engage their worlds. He doesn’t just 
give them a list of rules or formulas to memorize. 
Nor does he expect anyone to learn everything right 
then and there. He gives them images which the 
people can understand at their own pace. People 
learn in different ways. Some are slower than oth-
ers. Some days I am quicker than other days. We 
may have always been told to look both ways be-
fore we cross the street but it takes experiencing the 
reality of a moving car to learn that lesson. How we 
learn involves a lot of different factors. So Jesus 
uses stories which are portable and convey eternal 
truths. The kingdom of God is like a mustard 
seed…. The kingdom of God is like a net….   There 
was a man who had two sons…. Behold a sower 
went out to sow…. Every time we hear the parables 
we learn more. The lessons Jesus teaches just can’t 
be taken in at one hearing. 
 

Knowing what our children need to do is often pret-
ty clear to us. Them figuring out what they need to 
do takes longer. When I meet with people who are 
dealing with dilemmas it’s often pretty easy for me 
to see what needs to happen. I’ve given some 
mighty good advice over the years but advice isn’t 
good for much. When I can draw something out of 
someone else by asking questions or sit with them 

while they reflect on their circumstances, people 
seem to learn more. 
 

There is so much in life to learn. But there is very 
little that can be taught. My best teachers have not 
just taken what is in their head or heart and poured 
it into mine. My best teachers have shared what 
they know when I have been ready to receive it. 
Sitting a child down and telling him what is what is 
like talking to a wall. But when a child comes to us 
with a question, their world has the potential of 
opening up in a big way. Jesus understood how 
people learn which of course means that God knows 
how we learn and honors that. 
 

Whenever I do learn something new and valuable, I 
immediately begin wishing I had learned it earlier. 
But something else I understand from time to time 
is that all the things I have been through make it 
possible for me to learn lessons when I learn them. I 
didn’t learn them earlier because I wasn’t ready. I 
learn now because I am ready. Learning – growing 
in understanding God’s ways – just takes time. As I 
take new lessons in and appreciate them, I can also 
come to appreciate all the times of struggling and 
not knowing that led up to the breakthrough. The 
lessons are always there for me to learn, waiting 
patiently for just the right time. 
 
To know that we are made by God, loved by God, 
recipients of grace, is all a lifelong sort of endeavor. 
There is more to know than I can take in. The more 
I come to know God, the more there is to know. Sit 
with God and yourself patiently and attentively. 
Seek to be an open vessel. Gradually God’s good-
ness is revealed to us, sometimes in fits and starts. 
Part of that is because we’re limited. And part of 
that is because God is unlimited. 
 

Meditate on what God offers us in Jesus: sacrificial 
love; generous acceptance; transforming compas-
sion. What are you ready to learn? 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

“Then the disciples came and said to him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ And he answered them, 
‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.’” 
                  – Matthew 13:10-11 
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THE LESSONS: 
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 
Psalm 70 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 
 
THE HYMNS: 
  
THE COLLECT: 
 O God, whose blessed Son was man-
ifested that he might destroy the 
works of the devil and make us the 
children of God and heirs of eternal 
life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, 
having this hope, we may purify our-
selves even as he is pure; that, when 
he shall appear again with power and 
great glory, we may be made like 
unto him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where with thee, O Father, 
and thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and 
reigneth ever, one God, world with-
out end. Amen. 
  
 

The Flowers on the Altar this 
Sunday are to the glory of God 

and in memory of: 
 Margaret Close Everest 

Paul Daley Everest 
 

MINISTERS SERVING THIS  
SUNDAY 

  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: B. Westhauser, E. F. 
Marshall, E. Strickler, A. M. Clark, C. 
Peeples, L. Bradford, B. Eskridge, A. 
Fitzpatrick 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M. Pacheco-West, S. Mitchell, 
L. McCall 
LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS:  
P. Long, B. Beale, R. McCrory 
VESTRY:  7:30 D. Perry 
10:30 M. Harris, L. Fitzpatrick, C. 
Moore 
ALTAR GUILD: N. Benner, F. 
Hughes, A. Hamlett 
PASTORAL CARE: D. Schremser, J. 
Chapman, C. Anderson, D. Arrington  
FLOWER DELIVERY:  S. & S. 
Marks, A. King, N. Buzard 
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

ST. JOHN’S ECW BAZAAR 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

 

We are in countdown mode…the Bazaar is next week! 
 

If you want to volunteer to help in any department but haven’t received a call, please contact us so we 
can place you in a much needed spot. We can use you for the full four hours or any time you can spare.  
 

 Bazaar chairman: Emily Wise, 398-1914, mrsemilywise@gmail.com 
 Co-Chairman: Margaret Ann Selman, 306-2043, mannselman@aol.com 
 

PANTRY 
The tantalizing aromas wafting from the kitchen from all the cooking workshops going on each week 
have really whet appetites and the freezers and refrigerators are well-stocked with homemade casse-
roles, soups and breads. But, to add even more flavor to the pantry, we need your donations of baked 
goods, cakes, pies, individual bagged cookies and treats and snacks. Please wrap attractively and se-
curely for display and include the name and/or ingredients (especially nuts) and be sure to price all 
items donated. Deliver them to the church kitchen between November 13-15 so the committee can set 
up sale tables. For questions and pricing guidelines, contact Debbie Schremser, 306-2043, dschrem-
ser@bellsouth.net or Jane Barganier, 399-9718, perdidojjb@charter.net. 
 

TREASURE ROOM 
If it’s true that someone’s trash is another’s treasure, then this year there will surely be something for 
everyone in the two classrooms the Treasure Room now encompasses. While we’ve been working hard 
to display all the wonderful donations, we need volunteers to help sort and price items.  Contact  co-
chairmen Caroline Lawson, 646-246-2490, creddick11@hotmail.com or Elizabeth Via Brown, 399-
9658, evbrown@charter.net to schedule a work time. 
 

HANDMADE ARTS AND CRAFTS: 
The committee is putting finishing touches on an array of handmade items including Alabama-shaped 
pillows, bird houses, church mice, Christmas decorations and the always popular wax ornaments as 
well as other crafts but we still want donations from anyone who paints, sews, knits, builds and other-
wise makes handcrafted items. Handcrafts need to be delivered to Room 304 in the Education Building 
by Thursday, Nov. 9 so the committee will have time to display them attractively. Please leave them on 
the center table marked with your name and suggested retail price.  Co-chairmen Katie Keller 277-5338, 
kkeller1009@charter.net and Jean Smyth, 324-6777, je@smyth3.com can answers your questions. 
 

SILENT AUCTION 
Artwork, antique furniture, fine and estate jewelry, silver service and flatware, decorative home acces-
sories and giftware, first-edition books and other collectibles are needed for auction. This year, a “Buy 
It Now” category has been added in which you may purchase high-end items immediately without 
placing bids.  Ask Katharine Harris, 315-1230, katharineharris@knology.net for more details. 
 

FINE ARTS 
Florence Tyson is head of the arts committee which features local fine artists and craftsmen. 799-6622, 
flossy618@aol.com If you are an artist and would like to donate items for this shop, give Florence a 
call for guidelines. 

Adult Classes October 29 – December 10 
  

The Book of Psalms – Led By Robert Wisnewski meets in the Archives Room 
  

Introduction to the Enneagram through Literature – Led by Karen Funk  
and Carroll Nason  meeting in the Library 

  

Living the Good News Bible Study – Led by Dudley Perry  meeting in the small dining room 

Spiritual Direction 
Spiritual Direction is a time for the Spiritual Director and pilgrim to work together to deepen our spirit-
uality and to open our hearts and ears to the guidance from the Holy Spirit. The Spiritual Director is 
not here to give you advice but rather to open you up to experiencing the Holy Spirit moving in your 
life. 
  
St. John's offers Spiritual Direction for any one who may be interested. Betty Beale has completed a 2-
year training program at the Haden Institute for certification as a Spiritual Director. If you are interest-
ed in entering into Spiritual Direction and would like to discuss it with Betty contact her at 
ebeale@aum.edu or call 334-328-0748 (cell). 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, November 12 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
9:15 am       Christian Formation 
       for all ages 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
2:00 pm EYC @ Escapeology 
  
MONDAY, November 13 
8:30 am        Women’s Bible Study     
        Will not meet this week 
12 Noon       Clergy Led Bible Study 
  in the Small Dining Room 
5:30 pm       Women’s Bible Study 
 Will not meet this week  
6:00 pm      Men’s Group in  
 the Library 
 
TUESDAY, November 14 
7:00 am Holy Eucharist 
8:30 am Prayer Group 
  
WEDNESDAY, November 15 
9:15 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Bazaar 
11:00 am Bazaar Lunch 
11:30 am Centering Prayer 
 Will not meet 
3:30 pm Coffice @ Café Louisa 
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist  
 Cancelled this evening 
 
THURSDAY, November 16 
12:05 pm      Holy Unction and Holy 
        Eucharist 
6:00 pm Adult Choir Practice 
  

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$34,454.96 

Received Sunday 

$43,070.94 

Required to Date 

$1,550,473.20 

Received to Date 

$1,447,975.88 

Building Fund Debt 

$420,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$158,083 

 

VOLUNTEERS, VOLUNTEERS, VOLUNTEERS  
All hands are needed on the day of the bazaar to staff all of the rooms — contact the shop chairmen or 
the general chairman/co-chairman to offer YOUR time and talents. 
To help serve lunch, contact Stephanie Norrell, 467-6989, sbnorrell@gmail.com 
 

PARKING 
Do not park in the church parking lot — leave those spaces for our guests. We will be able to park in 
the deck adjacent to City Hall on the corner of Madison Avenue. And, please do not block the circular 
drive — the Porters (Men of the Church) will help our guests take purchases to their cars by way of the 
drive off Lawrence Street. 
 

BREAK ROOM 
A break room especially for bazaar workers will be in the room to the right of the elevator on the sec-
ond floor. Their will be  snacks, sandwiches, fruit and beverages available for workers who wish to 
grab a quick bite. 
 
PARISHIONERS' SHOPPING 
To make sure our shops are fully stocked for our guests, St. John’s members please wait until 11:00 to 
make your first purchases. 
 
NURSERY 
Childcare will be provided for bazaar workers in the nursery during the bazaar hours. 
 
Lawn signs and posters are available for distribution and are located just inside the door to the Parish 
Hall off the circular drive. Posters suitable for window display at your favorite businesses are also 
available in the same area. NEW THIS YEAR: return the lawn signs so we can change only the date 
next year. 
 
For general public relations questions contact Elizabeth Via Brown, 399-9658, evbrown@charter.net 

Rise Against Hunger 

November 26—From 4:00 till 7:00  

We will be packaging meals to send to a third world country in 
need of food. It is a church wide event so everyone please come to 
help make a difference! We will package 25,000 meals and we 
need to raise $7,500! You may donate either by dropping off a 
check to the church office, or by going to our GoFundMe page. 
See Joleen George for more details. 

Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Susannah Stewart, Frances Condit, 
Katharine Walter, Karen Jarrell, Betty Robison, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol Pierce, George 
West,   Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill. 
 
We pray for those who have died: Sonny Eskridge – father of Beth Mantooth and Bill Eskridge ; 
Anna Bennett – daughter of Murray and  Jim Bennett, sister of Jack Bennett. Rest eternal, grant to 
them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Paula Hamm Roberts, Misty Runyon, Carol Brew-
baker Hodges, Anderson Scott, Candace Brannon Ozerden, Kim Barnhart, Adam Lauer, Lavada 
Spears Person, Ame Duan, Charles Colvin, Ed Martin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Bar-
low, Mickey Smith, Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
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Special Events Around 
the Corner 

  

Ordination to the Priesthood for 
Jamie Osborne –  

November 11 at 11:00 am 
 

Bazaar –  
November 15 – 10:00-2:00 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist –  

November 22 at 6:00 pm 
 

Stop Hunger Now –  
November 26 –  

need 100 volunteers! 
 

Advent Wreath Making –  
Wednesday, November 29 – 

 5:30 pm Eucharist, 6:00 supper 
and wreaths 

«LA_LABEL_NAME» 

«AD_ADDRESS_1» 

«AD_ADDRESS_2» 

«AD_CITY», «AD_STATE»  «AD_ZIP_CODE» 


