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There’s a grim approach to Christianity that’s been 
around for a while, perhaps especially in the South, 
and may be gaining favor in our increasingly angry 
political climate. You know it pretty well, that way 
of expressing things that masks narrowmindedness 
with a lot of God-talk. On the surface the talk is 
fairly tantalizing. We hear about putting the Christ 
back in Christmas, or how we need to put prayer 
back in public schools, or how the country needs to 
become more Christian, and we might think it all 
sounds like a good idea. But most of that talk cen-
ters more on intolerance than it does God. Mostly it 
lacks humility because it is generally directed at 
how others need to behave and implies there’s real-
ly only one way to center one’s life on God. It’s 
rule-based and formula-driven: “We’ve got the an-
swer and if people would do things the way we do, 
the world would be a better place.” Any time we 
use God to justify our stereotypes and prejudices we 
are on shaky ground. 
 
Jesus was born at a time similar to ours in that a 
grim and intolerant outlook was equated with faith-
fulness. Any sort of lighter approach emphasizing 
forgiveness and mercy over rule-following was seen 
as unacceptable. The religious leaders – the scribes, 
the Pharisees, and the Sadducees – took the position 
that the kingdom of heaven was intended to be so 
small as to include only them. Jesus points out, and 
shows through his life and death and resurrection, 
that pointing fingers does harm to others and even 
ourselves. The religious leaders of Jesus’s day 
locked others out of the kingdom and, with their 
harsh attitudes, couldn’t even enjoy the kingdom 
themselves. 
 
The way that Jesus illustrates is not an easier path 
though it is lighter and less burdensome. Jesus 
doesn’t come to show that anything goes behavior-
wise. But do a little gospel reading and look for 
yourselves. You’ll find that Jesus talked a lot more 
about attitudes than he did rules, he talked a lot 
more about inclusion than exclusion, he talked more 
about having faith and humbly trusting in God than 
he talked about big personal accomplishments. Je-
sus’s message was, and is, about the transformation 
that is offered to us. Grim Christianity turns that 
invitation to become more Christ-like into a self-
righteous demand that others need to be more like 
us. 
 
The world can be a pretty dark and grim place. Eve-
ryone I meet with carries stress and anxiety about 

the various  pressures they face. We all have loved 
ones who are dealing with serious illnesses. Grow-
ing families struggle to meet financial obligations. 
There’s a gnawing sense of dis-ease with world 
affairs, fears of unstable leadership in other coun-
tries and what they might do, mistrust of our own 
leaders’ abilities to make good decisions. Our 
American world is based on gain, gain, gain, but we 
all deal daily with loss. It’s easy to succumb to 
those losses in total resignation. 
 
It may be true that the world is worse now than it 
used to be. Or it may be true that things are better 
now than ever before for the human race. All in all, 
the world we face is probably pretty much the same 
as the time in history when God chose to send his 
son Jesus to be born in Bethlehem. Into a grim and 
dark world, God became incarnate and took on 
flesh out of love for humanity and all creation.  God 
entered the darkness in the birth of Jesus to embody 
an eternal way of being. What we see in Jesus is 
how God always has been and always will be. Jesus 
is also who we are intended to become. 
 
In some ways, the birth of the Christ child is the 
assurance that God is working in all things to bring 
about goodness. We can look at Jesus and let go of 
our need to do things more perfectly as we come to 
trust that God is doing all the work that needs to be 
done for the good of all of us. In other ways, the 
birth of the Christ child is an open invitation to each 
and every one of us, a dramatic intervention into 
history which demands a choice on our part. Will 
we allow this light of God to shine in us? Will we 
trust that the light outshines darkness? Will we par-
ticipate in goodness rather than evil or self-
centeredness? Will we show mercy to all we come 
in contact with? Will we accept the peace of Christ 
or adopt some warrior mentality? 
 
The light of Christ has come into the world. What 
difference is it making in your own life? Are you 
participating in that light or still living with a dark 
and grim approach to your tasks and the behavior of 
others? Imagine a child born to you this day. Put 
down your cares and woes. Embrace the joy that 
this child brings. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Robert C. Wisnewski, Jr. 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven. For 
you do not go in yourselves, and when others are going in you, you stop them.” (Matthew 23:13-14) 
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THE LESSONS: 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Canticle 15 The Magnificat 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38  
 
THE HYMNS: 
56 O Come, O come, Emmanuel 
438 Tell out, my soul 
66 Come, thou long expected Jesus  
 
THE COLLECT: 
We beseech thee, Almighty God, to 
purify our consciences by thy daily 
visitation, that when thy Son our Lord 
cometh he may find in us a mansion 
prepared for himself; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
   
 

  
MINISTERS SERVING THIS  

SUNDAY 
  

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER: 
Joel Gregory 
ACOLYTES: F. Tippett, L. Williams. 
L. Hill, A. T. Fitzpatrick, A. Fitzpatrick, 
B. Westhauser, G. Hughes,  
R. Huffaker 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTERS: C. 
Moore, M. Clark, V. Banister 
VESTRY:  7:30 R. Arrington 
10:30 J. Marshall, C. Lawson, G. 
Stough, G. Holmes 
ALTAR GUILD: K. Funk, C. Moore 
PASTORAL CARE:  B. Cannon, K. 
Marks, M. Shaw, L. White, L. Fitzpat-
rick, J. Eskridge  
Flowers by the St. John’s Flower 
Guild 

Special Events Around the Corner 

 4th Sunday of Advent – December 24 – Eucharist at 7:30 am and 10:30 am 
Christmas Eve – December 24 –  

Eucharist at 5:00 pm and 11:00 pm with Music at 10:30 pm 
Christmas Day—10:00 am Holy Eucharist of the Nativity of our Lord 

Lessons and Carols – December 31 at 10:30 am 
Feast of Lights with Fran McKendree – January 7, 5:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday – February 14 

Year-End Giving 

The Church Finance office is here to serve you as we approach the end of the year.  All gifts must be 
postmarked by Sunday, December 31 in order to go toward your 2017 giving record.  If you are gift-
ing stock, please contact Libby Poole at 262-1937 or  libby@stjohnsmontgomery.org in the finance 
office to help her be aware of those gifts and the designation of those gifts.  If you would like more 
information, please contact Libby.  Thank you. 

NEED A SOME GIFT IDEAS? 

CONSIDER THE ST. JOHN’S  

BOOKSTORE! 
There are a variety of gifts and stocking stuffers as well as books and 
jewelry. Come by before or after church on Sundays or contact the 

church office to go into the store on weekdays!  

J O Y  A N D  C O N C E R N  
Your prayers are requested for the following parishioners: Sunshine and John Huff, James Fuller, 
Bette Smith, Frances Condit, Karen Jarrell, Betty Robison, Francis Beaulieu, Jim Thomas, Carol 
Pierce, George West,   Eddie McDowell, Dottis Robinson, Joe McGough, Cynthia Hill.  

  

Prayers are also requested for these friends:  Paula Hamm Roberts, Carol Brewbaker Hodges, An-
derson Scott, Candace Brannon Ozerden, Kim Barnhart, Adam Lauer, Lavada Spears Person, Ame 
Duan, Charles Colvin, Ed Martin, Cookie Zibilich, Charlie Smith, Clemmon Barlow, Mickey Smith, 
Chuck Holley, Sandy Lynn Stevens, Masha Kloberg, Andy Silverman. 
  

Please notify us when you are sick or hospitalized so that we might provide pastoral care.  

Loving Spoonfuls 
 Soup Drive 2018 

  
St. John’s, Church of the Ascension, and Holy Comforter join forces for the 
fourth annual soup drive to benefit Holy Cross Episcopal School.  Calling 
all cooks to put on your aprons and come down to St. John’s kitchen Thurs-
day, January 4 at 10:00 am to begin preparing our first batch of soups!   
   

All soup orders will be taken at the church and by mail January 14-28;  orders will be ready 
for pickup in February. 
  

We appreciate the enthusiasm our congregations have shown by their participation in this 
fund raiser for Holy Cross.  
  

Mark your calendars, whet your appetites, be generous, and be nourished!! 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
  

SUNDAY, December 24 
7:30 am Holy Eucharist 
8:15 am        Breakfast in the 
       Parish House 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
5:00 pm Children’s Christmas 

Eve Service 
10:30 pm Music of Christmas 
11:00 pm Festival Eucharist 
  
MONDAY, December 25 
10:00 am   Holy Euchartist of     
              the Nativity of our Lord 
 
TUESDAY, December 26 
Office Closed 
  
WEDNESDAY, December 27 

No Weekday services this week 
 
THURSDAY, December 28 

 No weekday services this week 

  

  

  

  

St. John’s Faithfulness 

 

Required Weekly 

$34,454.96 

Received Sunday 

$34,161.67 

Required to Date 

$1,757,202.96 

Received to Date 

$1,666,467.63 

Building Fund Debt 

$395,000 

Outstanding Building Pledges 

$157,733 

The Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
December 24 

7:30 & 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist (No Sunday School) 
  

Christmas Eve Services 
5pm Holy Eucharist with Children’s Sermon 

10:30pm Festival Music of Christmastide 
11pm Festival Eucharist 

  

Christmas Day Service 
10am Holy Eucharist of the Nativity of our Lord 

  

The First Sunday after Christmas 
Lessons & Carols at 10:30 AM 

Feast of 

Lights 

January 7, 2018 

5:15 Supper 

6:00  Feast of  Lights 

The St. John’s EYC invites you to join them for an 

Epiphany celebration with Fran McKendree 

Any St. John’s Youth want to participate in FEAST OF LIGHTS? 

Contact Joleen! 

joleen@stjohnsmontgomery.org 

Holy Cross Episcopal School Open House 

Sunday, January 28, 2018 

1:00 - 3:00 

4400 Bell Road, Montgomery 

Sunday, December 31 
Lessons & Carols  
 10:30 am in the Nave 
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DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

  

Those who wish to make donations for the decoration of the church at Christmas, please send a check and this 
form to the church as soon as possible.  

  

NAME____________________________________________________ 

  

AMOUNT__________________________________________________ 

  

IN MEMORY OF _____and/or IN HONOR OF ______: 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

This leaves only a few hours to turn our church from Advent greens to Christmas Glory. 
The Flower Guild will have everything ready, but we need extra hands to move thing into 
place.  No flower talent required. It will only take about 45 minutes . If you can lift 10 
pounds and walk, we need you at noon Christmas Eve. (Right after the 10:30 am service.) 
Please let Sarah Spratling know if you can help. (334-220-1420 or  

sarahspratling@gmail.com) 

HELP! 

CHRISTMAS EVE IS ON SUNDAY THIS YEAR! 

5:00 pm  

Christmas Eve 

Please bring  

unwrapped gifts 

for the Salvation 
Army 

«LA_LABEL_NAME» 

«AD_ADDRESS_1» 

«AD_ADDRESS_2» 

«AD_CITY», «AD_STATE» «AD_ZIP_CODE» 


